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Stars and Sinners 
By the late Will H. Houghton 


NGELS do not know the burdens 
Of a heart distressed, 
Nor experience the problems 
-Of a life hard-pressed. 
Wouldst thou envy then the angels 
In their course above? 
No; ’tis written that upon us 
Christ has set His love. 


See you not His glory written 
In the starry -dome? 

Lunar, solar, stellar spaces — 
Lifted high their home. 

God, Creator, made them, each one, 
Gave them all a part; 

On His mind, this great creation, 
We are on His heart. 


God’s provision for the sparrow 
Everywhere behold. 

Precious in His sight the smallest; 
Life is more than gold. 

While He gives His skill and wisdom, 
All things to provide, 

Not for sparrows, but for sinners, 
His Beloved died. 


(From the Tres, Sept. 6, 1941.) 


Dr. Will H. Houghton 


Another of God’s beloved servants 
has finished his earthly work and gone 
Home to be with the Lord. A number of 
outstanding men of God have left us in 


the last few years, and their departure 


is a sharp reminder of the shortness of 
life and of the need for yieldedness and 
moment-by-moment trust in God, that 
we, too, may fulfill our God-appointed 
tasks. Dr. Will H. Houghton, President 
of the Moody Bible Institute for the past 
thirteen years, died ‘of a heart attack 
in a Hollywood hospital on June 14, He 
was sixty years old. He was educated 
in Boston, and after a brief theatrical 
career entered the ministry. Dr. R. A. 
Torrey was influential in his conversion 
and became a close friend of the young 
man. Dr. Houghton was also a friend 
of Dr. James M. Gray, whom he suc- 
ceeded as Institute head. As a Baptist 
minister, Dr. Houghton held several pas- 
torates. Under his ministry, the member. 
ship of the Baptist Tabernacle in Atlanta, 
Ga., grew from 2,000 to 4,000. While 
he was at the Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York City, the midweek prayer 
meeting had an attendance of 500, and 
900 members were added to the church. 
The student enrollments in the day and 
evening schools of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute mounted from 1,500 to 3,000 while 
he was President, and he saw the comple- 
tion of the modern, twelve-story Crowell 
Hall and the lower hall of Torrey- 
Gray auditorium, as well as the organ- 
ization of the missionary aviation course, 
the Moody Institute of Science, and the 


frequency modulation radio station 
WDLM. Dr. Houghton was also editor 
of the Moody Monthly. Nearly 4,000 
persons attended the funeral services in 
the Moody Memorial Church on Friday 
afternoon, June 20. Dr. Houghton is sur- 
vived by his widow; one daughter, Mrs. 
R. B. Brown of Los Angeles; and two 
sons, Everett of Oxford, Ohio, and Fir- 
man of Boston. Dr, William Culbertson, 
who has been Dean of the Moody Bible 
Institute since 1942, has been appointed 
as Acting President. For every Chris- 
tian worker, the burdens of life have 
increased in recent years, and Dr. 
Houghton felt these keenly. The sorrow 
caused by his death is therefore mingled 
with the joy of knowing that he is with 
the Saviour whom he loved and served, 
and that for him there are no more per- 
plexities, no more problems, no more 
heartaches, no more fatigue, and no more 
pain. He has joined that great company 
in Heaven where all is love and har- 
mony, and where there is not one note 
of discord in the praise of the Lamb. It 
seems fitting to reprint on this same page 
one of Dr. Houghton’s poems published 
in the Trmes nearly six years ago. How 
great must be the contrast between his 
vision of God’s glory as he saw it then, 
through a glass darkly, and now, with 
unveiled face! 


Why He Rejected Evolution 


In an interview, a college professor 
related the following incident: 

HILE teaching my class one 

afternoon, the subject of evolu- 

tion was under discussion, and 
I asked one of the young men to read 
from the textbook we were using. 

You know, of course, the gist of what 
he read, that man has gradually evolved 
through the process of the centuries to 
his present exalted position from_ one 
simple cell. 

As the young man finished his reading 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For this God is our God for 
ever and ever: he will be our guide 
even unto death” (Psa. 48:14). 




















and sat down, we were all electrified 
when one of the young ladies spoke up 
and said, “I don’t believe a single word 
of what Dwight just read!” You would 
have to know the young lady to appre- 
ciate our surprise. Without doubt, she 
was the most self-effacing of anyone in 
the class. I have seen her blush to the 
very roots of her hair when called upon 
to recite; so if the clock on the wall 
had suddenly voiced its disapproval of 
the Darwinian theory, I could scarcely 
have been more surprised than I was at 
her vigorous outburst of disapprobation. 

When we were somewhat recovered 
from the shock this trumpet of no un- 
certain sound had produced, a titter ran 
through the class, which I instantly 
silenced. 

“I hope,” said I, “that we are all ladies 
and gentlemen, and this young lady has 
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just as much right to her opinion as we 
have to ours.” Addressing her’ then, I 
said, “Perhaps you will tell us why you 
do not believe what our textbook states”; 
ang without a moment’s hesitation, she 
a “Because I am a Christian.” 

“A Christian?” I exclaimed, scarcely 
believing my own ears. “What’s that 
got to do with it? I believe it. Don’t 
you call me a Christian?” 

“Not if you believe that. You can’t 
possibly be if you really believe that.” 

That was the first time in my life that 
anyone had voiced a doubt as to my 
Christianity, and the girl’s words cut me 
like a knife. 

“Upon whose authority do you dare 
to question the fact that I am a Chris- 
tian?” I asked with no slight show of 
resentment. 

“Upon the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Himself,” she answered, without 
the slightest sign of her old-time nerv- 
ousness and diffidence. 

“Show them to me,” I fairly yelled in 
my rage. 

“Before I do,” she replied, “tell me, 
please, who-wrote the Book of Genesis?” 

“Moses wrote the entire Pentateuch,” 
I said, “what’s that got to do with it?” 

“Just this,” was her instant reply: 
“you may search every line that Moses 
ever wrote, and you won’t find one syl- 
lable that teaches evolution. You can’t 
possibly believe what Moses wrote and 
evolution, too, for they are as diametri- 
cally opposed to each other as the 
antipodes. 

“Moses taught that man was created 
in the image of God, and because of 
sin, fell from his high estate, and the 
only way he can be restored to fellow- 
ship is by means of the new birth. 

“‘Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.’ 

“Those are the exact words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and these are also 
His words; you will find them in the last 
three verses of the fifth chapter of John’s 
Gospel. Listen to them carefully: ‘Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the 
Father: there is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses. . .. For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me. ... 
But if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my words?’ 

“You just told the class that you be- 


lieve in evolution and believe what — 


Moses teaches at the same time, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ plainly states that if 
you do not accept Moses, neither can 
you accept Him; so how can you be a 
Christian without believing Christ?” 
She surely had me cornered, and you 
can imagine what a relief it was to hear 





This editorial was first published in the 
Gideon Magazine, May, 1941, under the title 
“A College; Student’s Reaction to a Modern 
Theory,” by Kenyon A. Palmer, and is here 
reprinted by permission of the editor. It was 
later issued in leafiet form by the Blue Banner 
Publishers, 16 Center St., Cambridge, Mass., 
and copies may be had from them at 12 cents 
a@ dozen or 80 cents a hundred. 
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the bell, announcing that our time was 
up. 

That night, I couldn’t sleep. I just 
tumbled and tossed, thinking of that 
young lady. You remember what we 
read in Acts: “Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John .. . they 
marvelled; and they took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus.” 

It was her boldness, coupled with her 
knowledge of the Scriptures, that I 
couldn’t get over. I knew that she had 
something that I didn’t have, and oh, 
how I longed for it! 

So I commenced, for the first time in 
my life, really to read my Bible, and 
to save my life I couldn’t find that I 
had a leg to stand on, for the only thing 
I had to my credit was church member- 
ship and social service. When I read in 
Titus 3:5— “Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us” —I fell to my 
knees and begged Him for mercy, and, 
of course, rose from my knees saved, 


Notes on Open Letters 


An Apology to a True Missionary 


Dear Mr. GORDON: 

Your rey in the Trmes has al- 
ways been of interest to me, but I was 
sorry to see, in the May 10th issue, 
that you quoted an- article from the 
newspaper about my sister-in-law, 
Eleanor Wilson, of the Marshall 
Islands. 

One day last December she was in- 
terviewed by a group of about a dozen 
reporters—for a few minutes — and 
she wrote at the time that they would 
doubtless get things “twisted” — and 
they certainly did. 

I am enclosing a copy of our church 
ealendar in which our pastor, Dr. 
Ockenga, makes a correction in regard 
to this newspaper article. 

While she is under the American 
Board, her support comes from Park 
a 

ws e people have spoken to me 
about this item in the , and we 
all wish a correction might be made. 

Eleanor herself P one for half a dozen 
subscriptions to the Trmes to be sent 
to native pastors and teachers in the 
Marshall and Caroline Islands.—Hilda 
- Wilson (Mrs. Perrin T.), Cambridge, 

ass. 


Mr. Gordon greatly regrets the mis- 
take made in the Survey concerning Miss 
Eleanor Wilson and her missionary work 
in the Marshall Islands. But as he clearly 
stated, his paragraph was based on the 
Associated Press report in a Des Moines 
newspaper. Neither the Times nor Mr. 
Gordon would have countenanced this 
garbled report if they had known the 
true facts. The following is from the 
bulletin of the Park Street Church in 
Boston, of which Dr. Harold Ockenga is 
pastor: 

“We were glad to see that the Associ- 
ated Press gave outstanding news pub- 
licity to the fine Christian work being 
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done by Miss Wilson in the Caroline and 
Marshal] Islands, when a dozen reporters 
saw this work and ‘commented on it 
very favorably because of the great 
transformation which was made in the 
lives of the natives. One incident, how- 
ever, needs to be corrected. The Press 
report stated: ‘Miss Wilson is working to 
get the natives to liberalize their re- 
quirements for church membership 
which at present bar anyone who 
smokes, drinks, or dances.’ It is well 
known that Miss Wilson has no sym- 
pathy with such things, and, of course, 
this is a misstatement. The reporter may 
have gotten the impression from the fact 
that Miss Wilson emphasizes that when 
native Christians fall into any of these 
practices they should not be excommuni- 
cated from the church, but should be 
given a chance to repent, to show the 
transformation of their character and 
then to be restored rather than being 
cut off from the church entirely. ... We 
are very proud to have Miss Wilson as a 
missionary of Park Street Church.” 





ANOTHER. CORRECTION 


A correction has come from Mr. Bag- 
gett, of Reeves, La., whose fine work 
was described in the Survey for April 
19. He wishes to say that, at the be- 
ginning, his group of churches was af- 
filiated with the Congregationalists, but 
when they learned that some of that 
denomination’s prominent leaders de- 
nied openly great fundamental truths, 
such as the Inspiration of Scripture, the 
Virgin Birth, the Atonement, the Resur- 
rection, the Second Coming, they had 
no longer any fellowship with them. 

He writes: 

Feeling convicted of the Holy Spirit 
and convinced of the Scriptures that 
we should take a separate stand from 
any appearance of apostasy, we with- 
drew and became strictly independent. 
We have now no denominational affil- 
iation. ... God has marvelously blessed 
in the salvation of souls. ... Today 
we have more people on our field en- 
rolled in the Sunday school and church 
than there are in the public school, 
‘clubs, lodges, and all other organiza- 
tions combined 
Mr. Baggett says that their sevén-room 

medical clini¢ never received any help 
from the Congregationalist Board. He 
now pastors four churches; and three 
other churches, organized and developed, 
are “led by two men who are funda- 
mental in doctrine.”—Ernest Gordon. 


The Much-Traveled 
Sunday School Times 


Even the staff of the Tries gets a 
surprise now and then as appreciative 
letters come in from faraway places. 
The daughter of Wade C. Smith, Miss 
Elizabeth Smith, who is in charge of 
Child Evangelism in a section of the 
South, with ‘headquarters in Augusta, 


(Continued on page 665) 
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I. Take Heed How You Build 


The Foundation, Fabric, and Fulfillment of a useful life 


tmarkable it is that the sides of 

the high buildings in our great 
cities are exactly perpendicular, and 
therefore parallel with one another? 
The flat roofs are horizontal, and, when 
one can compare them, they, too, prove 
to be parallel. They have been erected 
by thousands of workmen, who were 
directed by hundreds of architects and 
engineers, and yet the walls are upright, 
the roofs, cornices, and sills are level, 
and the right angles true. What are 
the sources of this accuracy and order- 
liness in building? The two basie stand- 
ards are the plumb line and the. level. 
Masons, carpenters, concrete and steel 
workers must use them continually as 
they proceed with their work. These 
two builders’ devices depend not on 
men’s opinions, but on the force of grav- 
ity, a divinely ordained law. This is 
only one of the many natural laws which 
God has established and maintains that, 
in a world where there is much confu- 
sion among men, we may still have a 
large measure of orderliness instead of 
chaos. 

Every one of our lives is like a build- 
ing. The process goes on day after day, 
and it is vitally important that we should 
build according to God’s standards. You 
who are members of the Class of 1947 
at Wheaton College have made a good 
beginning. It is my earnest hope, which 
I know is shared by your President and 
the Faculty and Trustees, that you will 


D: you ever stop to think how re- 


.keep on as you have begun. 


It is twenty-six years since I sat with 
a large company of students on Com- 
mencement Day, waiting to receive di- 
plomas, as you are now waiting for 
yours, and I can recall something of 
the mingled feelings that I had on that 
day —joy over the completion of the 
course, and a good deal of apprehension 
as I looked into the future, wondering 
whether I shpuld be able to build well. 
In all these years I have sought to serve 
God, and I want to join a multitude of 
others, who have done likewise, in bear- 
ing testimony to His boundless love and 
mercy, and to say from a full heart that 
His grace is sufficient for every need, 


‘and that there is no service so joyous 
‘and satisfying as His. Out of my own 


experience, my observation of men and 
women whom God has used, and my 
reading of Christian biography, I should 
like to pass on to you today what I 
believe are some of the outstanding 
characteristics of a useful life. 

You have perhaps noted that my title, 
“Take Heed How You. Build,” follows 
closely the words of the Apostle Paul 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr., Lit.D. 


Many Sunday School Times readers 
were present at the Commencement 
exercises at Wheaton College (Ill.) on 
June 9. As a number expressed the 
hope that the address given by the 
Editor might be made available in 
printed form, it is published here- 
with. During the exercises the fol- 
lowing honorary degrees were given: 
Doctor of Divinity to the Rev. Paul B. 
Waterhouse, missionary from Hawaii, 
and the Rev. Clifton E. Rash, chaplain 
at the United States Marine Hospital, 
Carville, La.; Bachelor of Divinity 
‘ to Carl E. DeVries and A. Berkeley 
Michelsen; and Doctor of Literature 
to the Editor. - 








in 1 Corinthians 3, where he said: “For 
we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s 
building. According to the grace of 
God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the founda- 
tion, and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how he build- 
eth thereupon.” Keeping in mind, there- 
fore, that each of us is continually build- 
ing, I should like to speak of the 
Foundation, the Fabric, and the Fulfill- 
ment of a useful life. 


THE FouNDATION 


When I speak of a useful life, I mean 
a life that counts both for time and eter- 
nity, which is a blessing to men and 
satisfying to God. The foundation of 
such a life will have a twofold aspect, 
for it will be built on the written Word 
and the living Word. For all who are 
associated with Wheaton College, there 
is a third aspect, and that is the College 
motto, “For Christ and His Kingdom.” 

At the conclusion’ of the Sermon on 
the Mount, the Lord Jesus likened the 
man who hears and obeys to “a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock.” 
The wisest man will build upon all the 
words of Christ and the apostles and 
the whole of Scripture. 

A truly Christian life will rest not only 
upon the Bible in general, but in par- 
ticular upon the One who is at the heart 
of it all, “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). But this is not 
all, for it is a sad and solemn fact, of 
which there is much tragic evidence, that 
it is possible to build even on that foun- 
dation with worthless materials, which 
are likened by the apostle to “wood, hay, 
stubble.” It is this which makes it so 
necessary that. we take heed how we 


_ build. 
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For all lovers of Wheaton, the foun- 
dation is still more clearly defined by 
the motto, which is built into Blanchard 
Hall. In “The Life of Charles Albert 
Blanchard,” Mrs. Blanchard has recorded 
the following brief portion of the ad- 
dress that Professor J. C. Webster de- 
liveted at the laying of the cornerstone 
on September 1, 1868: 

“Whereas, I take it to be the grand 
purpose of this college, not merely to 
bring out, strengthen, and refine, but to 
sanctify the powers of the mind—to 
subsidize all human learning to the pre- 
cepts and instructions of the Great 
Teacher—it is to make the Cross a 
standpoint for the investigation of every 
principle in science and morals, and to 
make all such investigation in turn to 
contribute to the power of the Cross of 
Christ. Such an education finds its illus- 
trations in Galileo and Copernicus, re- 
sisting unto persecution the errors in sci- 
ence of their time. Also, in the fields 
of morals and religion, it finds its ex- 
hibitions in Luther, Calvin, Wesley, 
Whitefield, Clarkson, Wilberforce, and 


‘all true reformers of every age. 


“If then this be so, there is a world 
of meaning and power in the laying of 
this cornerstone. It is after the pattern 
shown in the mount, ‘the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the cornerstone,’ the foun- 
dation which no man can lay, but that 
which God hath laid, and that too, be- 
fore He had laid the foundation of this 
earth, for there. is a mysterious and 
awful eternity involved in the sufferings 
of Christ — ‘the lamb slain from before 
the foundation of the world.’” 

Having considered the foundation of 
a useful life, let_us look at 


THE FABRIC 


When one is building for time and 
eternity, lasting materials will be put 
into the superstructure and it will be 
erected according to God’s plan. Our 
talents vary greatly in number and qual- 
ity, but God can use them all in His 
service, and, as we place them in His 
hands, He is able to turn them to good 
account. There are certain character- 
istics that may be observed in almost 
any outstanding Christian life. 

Time will be used with the greatest 
care. “Redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil” (Eph. 5:16) is a Scriptural 
principle, and it is important for each 
of us, since none knows how long his 
life will be. However, it is encouraging 
to remember that even a short life can 
count mightily for God. 

David Brainerd, the great missionary 
to the American Indians, died at the age 
of twenty-nine on October 9, 1747, but 
his prayer life and his utter abandon- 
ment of himself and his own interests 
in the work of preaching the Gospel 
have been an inspiration to multitudes 
for the last two hundred years. 

Robert Murray McCheyne, the young 
Presbyterian minister of Dundee, Scot- 
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land, the friend of Andrew and Horatius 
Bonar, died at the same age, in 1843. 
After reading the life of David Brainerd, 
he wrote in his journal: “Most won- 
derful man! What conflicts, what de- 
pressions, desertions, strength, advance- 
ment, victories, within thy torn bosom! 
I cannot express what I think ‘when I 
think of thee. Tonight, more set upon 
missionary enterprise than ever... . 
Oh for Brainerd’s humility and sin-loath- 
ing dispositions!’ Today, more than a 
hundred years since his death, Mc- 
Cheyne’s name is as ointment poured 
forth, and his sermons and letters are 
still an inspiration to all who read them. 


Frances Ridley Havergal, writer of many 
beautiful hymns, was called Home in 1879 
at the age of forty-two, but the “Memo- 
rials” of her life, collected by her*sister, 
canstitute one of the loveliest biographies 
ever written. “How she redeemed her 
time,” wrote her sister Marie, “these 
few lines will prove. ‘Stirring you up to 
mental improvement [wrote Frances] 
is no new subject to me. I know, by 
my own teaching days, how very much 
might be learned in all the odds and 
ends of time, how (e.g.) I learnt all the 
Italian verbs while my nieces were 
washing their hands for dinner after our 
walk, because I could be ready in five 
minutes less time than they could.’ The 
faithful old nurse well remembers ‘vex- 
ing Over Miss Frances’s hard studying, 
and that she found her at those Latin 
books long before breakfast.” And 
again: “Early rising and early studying 
were her rule through life, while punc- 
tuality, and bright, quick, cheerfulness 
characterized all she did.” Frances Rid- 
ley Havergal wrote: 

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee, 
and God took her at her word and used 
her many talents for His glory. 

William Borden was only twenty-five 
when he died in Cairo in 1913. He never 
reached his chosen mission field, but 
who can tell how many others have 
gone to foreign lands to preach the 
Gospel because of his example? 


“If we would aim at a holy and useful 
life,” wrote Horatius Bonar, “let us 
learn to redeem time.” Then he quotes 
from Richard Baxter’s Preface to his 
“Christian Directory”: “I am large about 
redeeming time, because therein the sum 
of a holy, obedient life is included.” 
“Yes,” continues Bonar, “let us ‘redeem 
the time, because the days are evil’ (Eph. 


5:16; Col. 4:5). A wasted life is the 


result of unredeemed time. Desultory 
working, impulsive giving, fitful plan- 
ning, _ irregular reading, ill-assorted 
hours, perfunctory or unpunctual exe- 
cution of business, hurry and bustle, 
loitering and unreadiness — these, and 
such like, are the things which take out 
the whole pith and power from life, 
which hinder holiness, and which eat 
like a canker into our moral being, 
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which make success and progress an im- 
possibility, either in things temporal or 
spiritual.” 

Oswald: Chambers is another whose 
life was not long, but whose work is 
lasting. Mary R. Hooker, in a foreword 
to his book, “Workmen of God,” wrote 
of him: “I wonder if his eager readers 
think of him as a writer of mature old 
age, giving the stored wisdom of a long 
life in these searching, virile; helpful 
messages. If so, they are mistaken. The 
facts are that his books are records of 
addresses and lectures that he gave dur- 
ing a decade of wonderful public and 
private ministry, both to students and 
congregations who were privileged to 
listen to him between 1907 and 1917.... 
When Oswald Chambers suddenly and 


The Transmission of the New Teitanent 
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unexpectedly died in Egypt in his early 
forties (during the Great War), he left 
behind him a wealth of spiritual vita- 
mins, which have ever since been en- 
riching us through his books.” 

Many of us who are here today knew 
John and Betty Stam, young mission- 
ary martyrs of China. John was only 
twenty-scven and Betty twenty-eight 
when, on December 8, 1934, together 
they laid down their lives for the 
Lord; yet the story of their short 
but fruitful ministry has doubtless led 
countless others to yield their lives to 
the Lord. 

All of these, of whom I have just 
spoken, wene exceedingly careful to re- 
deem the time. 


(To be continued next week) 


Tracing the various channels through which have come the texts we know today 


By BASIL F. C. ATKINSON, M.A., Ph.D. 


This is the fourth and final article in Dr. Atkinson’s series on the origin 
, of the Bible. 


E KNOW a great deal more. by 

direct evidence about the trans- 
mission of the New Testament from 
an early date than we do about the Old, 
and need rely less upon. inference. It 
is possible, though unlikely, that one 
or more of the New Testament books 
was originally written upon vellum. 
Most, probably all, were written by their 
authors upon papyrus, the material con- 
sisting of the prepared stem of the Egyp- 
tian papyrus reed, which we mentioned 
in the second article of this series. Each 
Book would :be written upon a separate 
roll and sent: off to the addressees for 
whom it was intended. 


Copies would quickly be made. We 
can distinguish three periods in the 
transmission of the Greek New Testa- 
ment between the originals and the year 
1516, when the first edition of it was 
printed at Basle in Switzerland. The 
first was the papyrus period, lasting 
from the beginning till the fourth cen- 
tury; the second, the uncial period, last- 
ing from the fourth to the ninth century; 
and the third, the cursive period, last- 
ing from the ninth to the sixteenth. 


The first is the difficult time. From 
the beginning till the year A.D. 313 the 
Christian Church was what, in modern 
times, would be called an underground 
movement within the Roman Empire. 
Many Christians were slaves ‘or poor 
people, In times of persecution, posses- 
sion of a New Testament or part of it was 
risky. As the Church increased, and more 
and more copjes were needed, they 
would be made quickly in the ordinary 
cursive hand: No doubt to some extent 
Christians made notes in the margins 
and between the lines of their Bibles 


much as we do, and those making copies 
would not always be able to distinguish 
these notes from the text and might 
insert them in it by mistake. It is thus 
easy to see how corruptions might arise. 
Here is an example of what happened. 
If you turn to Revelation 15:3 and use 
a marginal Bible, you will find that 
that verse ends with the words “thou 
King of saints,” margin, “or, nations, or, 
ages.” Now, inasmuch as this passage 
is a quotation from Jeremiah 10:7, the 
original reading was probably “nations.” 
In the Greek this is ethnon. This is still 
the reading of the best manuscripts. 
The difficulty may have come about 
in some such way as this: some- 
one copying this word hurriedly 
made a mistake with the second letter, 
“th,” which, in the Greek, could be mis- 
taken for “o,” and wrote eonon. The next 
copyist was writing to dictation, and 
when this word was read out he spelled 
it the more correct way and wrote 
aionon.. This means “ages.” Hence the 
reading in some manuscripts. Later 
someone else, also copying the word hur- 
riedly out, did a very natural thing. 
He wrote the letters “on” only once in- 
stead of twice. This made his copy read 
aion, which makes no sense. The next 
copyist saw that something was wrong 
and made sense by adding the single 
letter “g,”’ which did not even alter the 
pronunciation of the four -letters he 
found. So his copy read agion, and this 
means “saints.” 


It is because of these little corruptions 
that there are sometimes different read- 


.ings in our margins, and the Revised 


Version sometimes differs in reading 
from the Authorized, or King James. 
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There are, as a matter of fact, in our 
versions two rather longer passages 
which the best manuscripts show not to 
have been part of the original text. They 
have been added to the Bible. They 
are Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53; 8:11. 
But when all these have been accounted 
for, we have the word of Professor F. 
J. A. Hort, the greatest textual scholar 
who has ever lived, that, leaving aside 
insignificant differences of spelling, not 
one thousandth part of the whole New 
Testament is affected by any difference 
at all. This is a miracle of God’s provi- 
dential preservation. 


The Great Uncial Codices 


In the first half of the fourth century, 
Christianity became established in the 
Roman Empire. As a result the emperors 
took pains to preserve the Scriptures, 
and the great uncial codices came into 
being. Meanwhile Christian scholars at 
various centers, such as Alexandria, An- 
tioch, or Ceesarea did their best to edit 
the New Testament text and to recover 
as far as possible the original readings. 
Textual scholars today divide the text 
into groups, or families, which largely 
correspond with the editions made at 
these various centers, the different edi- 
tions being, in the main, preserved 
separately in different codices dating 
from the fourth century or later. The 
differences between these groups are re- 
flected in the margins of our Bibles, 
and appear in the critical apparatus of 
editions of the Greek text. To scholars 
these things are important and interest- 
ing, and it is right to m&ke every effort 
with all the knowledge at our command 
to recover the original text or make the 
text as pure as is possible, but we must 
always remember that the differences 
are, comparatively speaking, minute, 
that they scarcely affect the ordinary 
reader, and that no Christian doctrine 
is touched by any single one of them in 
the slightest degree. ; 

As we mentioned above, a new period 
in the history of the transmission of the 
text begins in the fourth century. Plenty 
of copying upon papyrus, of course, con- 
tinued, but the center of gravity shifted 
to the vellum codices. A codex, let us 
remind ourselves, is a book of the 
format which we use today. It is now 
known that codices occasionally existed 
in the Hellenistic world even before the 
Christian Era, but they were rare until 
at least the second century A.D. Half 
of a second-century papyrus codex, 
which had been cut in two horizontally, 
or broadwise, and which contained a 
large part of the New Testament, was 
found in Egypt about 1931 and purchased 
by Mr. Chester Beatty. But during the 
papyrus period we must think of the 
Books of the New Testament as being 
normally written separately, or in 
groups of shorter ones, upon rolls, 

With the fourth century all this was 
changed. Three great codices from that 


. period survive, Codex Vaticanus in the 
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Vatican Library at Rome; Codex Alex- 
andrinus, which was given as a present 
to King Charles I by the Sultan of Tur- 
key, and which is now in the British 
Museum; and Codex Sinaiticus, discov- 
ered in the middle of the nineteenth cen. 
tury at the Mount Sinai monastery by 
the German scholar Tischendorf, who 
persuaded the monks to present it to 
the Czar of Russia. It remained in 
Leningrad till shortly before the recent 
war, when it was purchased by the 
British from the Russian Government. 
It is now lodged with Alexandrinus in 
the British Museum. There is also a 
Codex Ephraemi in the Bibliothéque 
Nationale at Paris which is palimpsest, 
that is to say, the text fs written over 
another one imperfectly erased under- 
neath. 

Next in importance to the fourth cen- 
tury codices is Codex Bezae, written 
in Sicily or South Italy in the fifth or 
sixth century, and belonging to the mon- 
astery at Lyons, France, during the Mid- 
dle Ages. At the sack of that monas- 
tery, in the sixteenth century, it fell 
into the hands of Theodore Beza the 
Reformer, who presented it to the Uni- 
versity Library, Cambridge, where it 
haS remained ever since. It is remark- 
able as having a Latin translation in 
parallel columns with the Greek and a 
text of an emphatically peculiar type. 
These great manuscripts, some of which 
contain most or some of the Old Testa- 
ment in Greek in addition to the New, 
carry our text back for us to the fourth 
century, leaving only the problems of 
the papyrus period for the present-day 
scholar to grapple with. 


The Cursive Manuscripts 


The early codices are supported by a 
great mass of over a thousand manu- 
scripts containing all or part of the 
Greek New Testament, dating from the 
fifth to the fifteenth centuries. The 
earlier ones are written in uncial or 
half-uncial script. Uncial writing prac- 
tically corresponds to our majuscules, 
or capital letters, During the Middle 
Ages manuscripts were written in cur- 
sive hands, which are not so easy to 
decipher. Among these hundreds of 
manuscripts, which scholars divide text- 
ually into groups, and which are seldom 
clear cut, lies the original text, not lost 
in the sense of having been superseded 
but rather in the sense in which a needle 
is lost in a haystack. ‘ 

In the fifteenth century came the in- 
vention of printing, but the Greek New 
Testament was not printed till 1516. It 
was edited by the great Dutch humanist 
and scholar, Desiderius Erasmus, and 
his edition was published at Basle, Swit- 
zerland. The publication quickly bore 
valuable fruit. By it the Greek Testa- 
ment was introduced to certain scholars 
at the University of Cambridge who 
began to make a study of it. One of 
them was Thomas Bilney who was con- 
verted to the true faith, became one of 


(5) 653 


the first fruits of the Reformation in 
England, was the means of leading Hugh 
Latimer to Christ, andewas martyred for 
his faith’ later in Henry VIII's reign. 

The text of Erasmus’ edition was taken 
from a very few manuscripts, not more 
than a dozen in all, no more being at 
the time available to him. They were 
poor manuscripts from the textual point 
of view. The existence of Vaticanus 
was unknown to anyone.outside the 
Vatican, Alexandrinus was still in Tur- 
key, Sinaiticus was not discovered until 
more than four hundred years later, But 
the text of this first printed edition be- 
came known as the Received Text, and 
no other was printed for over three hun- 
dred years. This text is that from which 
the Authorized (King James) Version 
was translated. The best known editions, 
all printed with this text, were those 
published by the Parisian publisher 
Etienne in the seventeenth century. He 
is referred to in critical apparatus as 
Stephanus. 


Main Sources Are Discovered 


Though some work on the text was 
done as early as the seventeenth cen- 
tury by scholars such as Vossius and 
Casaubon, textual criticism was not 
taken up seriously till the nineteenth. 
It was only then that the main sources 
were discovered, and that the rise of the 
science of palaeography enabled manu- 
scripts to be properly dated and read. 
Scholars, such as Tregelles, worked hard 
through the maze, blazing the trail 
toward the rediscovery of the original 
text. The culmination came sixty years 
ago in the edition of the Greek New 
Testament brought out by the two great 
scholars, Brook Fose Westcott, D.D., and 
Fenton John Anthony Hort, D.D., who 
placed great stress on Codex Vaticanus. 
Many will agree today that they tended 
to over-emphasize it. The Received 
Text found its' champions, the best 
known in England being Dean Burgén 
of Christ Church, Oxford, who took the 
untenable view that God had miracu- 
lously preserved the Received Text, and 
who almost regarded this text as in- 
spired. 

All who read the Greek New Testa- 
ment will realize the inestimable value 
of the work done under the providence 
of God by the great textual scholars. 
The examination and comparison of 
manuscripts still goes forward, and the 
day may come when scholars will be 
able to announce that the work of sift- 
ing and selection has procured for the 
Church of Christ the closest possible re- 
production of the text of the original 
New Testament that it is possible for 
human care to devise. 

As to versions of the New Testament 
in our own language, the Revised Ver- 
sion of seventy years ago has never suc- 
ceeded in superseding the Authorized, or 
King James Version, at any rate in Eng- 
land. , 

CAMBRIDGE, ENG. 
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A Working Principle for Everyday Life 


How God undertakes, even in routine affeirs, for those who trust Him 


By W. H. CHISHOLM, M.D., F.1.C.S. 


This is the second in Dr. Chisholm’s series of three articles on “Now the 


Just Shall Live by Faith.” 


} id WAS not many days following the 
surrender of my whole burden of de- 
feat to the Lord, that an amazing thing 
happened. An official order came to our 
Army camp from headquarters direct- 
ing a number of us to return to school. 
We were told something as follows: 

“It is not known how long the war 
will last. England made a mistake in 
not .holdiig back her medical students, 
which has resulted in a shortage of 
doctors. You can serve your country 
best by returning to school.” 

What should I do? I was now several 
months behind my class, and it seemed 
too difficult to undertake to catch up 
with them. But the inward leading 
seemed to indicate that I should go. So 
I went, following the Lord’s leading as 
best I knew. 

There was one man on the faculty 
whose word was perhaps final in retain- 
ing or dispensing with students. I had 
studied under that man, and I felt that 
he must have known my work was not 
what it should have been, for, before 
going to camp, the Devil had had me in 
such bondage that I could not study as 
I should have. Somehow, I felt I surely 
must keep clear of him. Here again I 
was trying to help the Lord! 

I returned to school, met the official 
in charge, who gave me a fine welcome. 
But about the last thing he told me was 
that I would have to report to Dr. X, 
the one man I had decided it would be 
necessary for me to avoid! Had I met 
my Waterloo at last? My thoughts 
turned to the Children of Israel who 
refused to cross the Jordan and enter 
the Promised Land because there were 
giants there. I felt they had nothing on 
me! They refused to cross over Jordan 
because of unbelief. God had said, “Now 
the just shall live by faith.” \ Certainly 
here was a city walled up to heaven, 
and here was a giant in whose sight I 
was but a grasshopper. I reminded the 
Lord of my difficulty, and committed the 
situation to Him. Having done so, I did 
as I was told and went to see Dr. X. 
When I entered the building and he saw 
me, he looked at me the second time. 
I can see him yet. ,; 

“How do you do, Mr. Chisholm,” he 
greeted. “You are looking better than 
you did when you were here before.” 

“Yes, I am feeling better,” I replied. 
That man, who was an intellectual giant, 
became the best friend I had in the 
medical school, and I never can thank 
God enough for what he meant to me. 

Study now became altogether different, 


The series will be concluded next week. 


“The just shall live by faith,” was a truth 
that applied to our everyday, humdrum 
affairs of life. Now I. could see God 
leading, and guiding, and going before, 
as I learned through much bungling to 
commit things to Him. 


REMEMBER on a certain Saturday 

afternoon, while at home, it occurred 
to me that I now had an opportunity 
to read and enjoy the Scriptures and 
to have a time of prayer. As I was do- 
ing so, a thought came into my mind 
that seemed to be somewhat of a lead- 
ing. It was to get up and study a cer- 
tain subject I was having at school. I 
did not want to do it, for that was a 
hard and dry subject. Nevertheless the 
impression was strong ahd definite. 
There could be no harm in doing. so 
anyway, and it might be of God. So 
I worked hard on it until I had mastered 
the subject. : 

Just at that time I was having some 
difficulty with one of the teachers, agd 
I felt it was the opposition of Satan. I 
saw it coming for months, and asked 
some of my friends to make it a matter 
of prayer. On Monday morning, I was 
in the amphitheater with a little teacher 
who was of the same mind as the man 
with whom I was having trouble. That 
morning he asked a very difficult ques- 
tion. As he did so, he stumbled over 
his list of names until he landed on 
the name, “Chisholm.” He would know 
that Chisholm would not have the an- 
swer to that question and this would be 


. further evidence he should be thrown 


out. But what was the question? It 
was the one that, on the previous Satur- 
day afternoon, while reading the Scrip- 
tures, I had had the leading to study! 


* And how I did go down the line in that 


recitation ! 

“Chisholm, how in the world did you 
know the answer to that question?” 
asked one of the brilliant fellows of the 
class. “I would not have known it,” he 
said. No, neit&@er would I, had I not had 
the special preparation which came as 
a result of the leading of the Holy Spirit 
while reading the Word. 


UT the Devil was not yet through. 

These men were still after my scalp! 
I was notified that I would have to go 
over to the hospital and be examined 
by Dr. ——, a famous doctor whose great 
knowledge, coupled with what many felt 
was ferocity, made him the fear of all 
the students and the teachers around 
him. 
-“You will be given a patient in the 
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hospital to go over, and then Dr. —— 
will examine you.” I had one hour to 
prepare for that event, which seemed to 
be scheduled for the purpose of sealing 
my doom. I went to the library to study. 
What should I take up? It was impos- 
sible to cover the whole range of pos- 
sibilities on which I might be examined. 
I made it a matter of prayer. 

“Lord, you know the patient I will 
have in the hospital. Will you not lead 
me to study the subject I will need ‘in 
this case?” I then looked over the vari- 
ous subjects that I might be quizzed on, 
I could not study them all. 

I will study this one, I thought, and 
I put in that hour studying one subject 
with great diligence. The hour arrived. 
I was taken to the hospital and led to 
the bedside of one of the patients. I 
was warned that, after a certain time, 
Dr. —— would be on hand and question 
me with regard to the patient and his 
sickness. I began to examine him. What 
did he have? He had the very sickness 
which I had just spent the past hour 
studying in the library! 

Presently along came the fearful Dr. 
— and his retinue, and they stopped 
at the bed of the patient that I had been 
working on. Dr. —— asked me a ques- 
tion about the patient. I replied with 
accuracy. Why shouldn’t I? Hadn't I 
been studying very diligently that sub- 
ject? Again he came at me with an- 
other, and another. The examination 
continued for some time. Yes, he cov- 
ered quite thoroughly what I had just 
spent an hour Studying! Finally, and I 
can see him now as he turned and said 
to the ene who seemed to be after my 
scalp, “He knows all you would expect 
a person to know at this stage of the 
game, doesn’t he?” And the examina- 
tion was ended. 


N EXPERIENCE after experience, 
God certainly showed His faithful- 

ness. “If we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithful” (2 Tim. 2:13), certainly tfe- 
mained a fact. Then came the hospital 
experiences. While I was an interne, it 
occurred to me that I was doing almost 
nothing in the Lord’s work, and this did 
not seem right. But how could I do 
otherwise? . We were rushed morning, 
noon, and far into the night. I was 
troubled in my spirit about it. At last 
I went to my room and down on my 
knees. “Lord, I will do anything you 
want me to” (by His grace, I meant, of 
course). I left it with Him to open any 
door of service He wanted me to enter. 
I had no more than uttered that prayer 
than it seemed there was a powerful 
and sinister but unseen person in. the 
room. 

“You will do anything the Lord wants 
you, will you? You are working with 
about forty-five doctors here, and sup- 
pose the Lord would ask you to go out 
and do street preaching, then what 
would you do?” . 


(Continued on page 660) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





: LESSON 3. JULY 20. JOB FACES THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING 


Job 1: :6 to 3:26, 13:15, 19, 21:7-26; 23:1-6; 42; James 5: a printed text, Job 1: 8; 2:7-10, 


19: 7-10; 42:1 


1-5; James 5:1 


Golden Text.—Thou therefore endure hardness, as @ good — of — Christ.—2 Tim. 2:3 


Kine James VERSION 


Job 1:8 And the Lorp said unto Satan, Hast thou considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil? 


Chap. 2:7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lonrp, 
and smote Job with sore boils from the, sole of his foot unto his 
crown. 

8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and 
he sat down among the ashes. 

9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity? curse God, and die. 

10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of 
God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin 
with his lips. 


Chap. 19:7 Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: 
I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

8 He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he hath 
set darkness in my paths 


9 He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from 
my head. 

10 He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: and 
mine hope hath he removed like a tree. 

Chap. 42:1 Then Job answered the Lorp, and said, 

2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought 
can be withholden from thee. 

3 Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore 
have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for 
me, which I knew not. 

4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, 
and declare thou unto me. 

5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now 
mine eye seeth thee. 

Jas. 5:11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job, and have seén the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlings are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


poetical part of this Book begins 
with chapter 3 and goes on to chap- 
ter 42:6. In this great drama we 
have Job in controversy with his three 
friends, who insist that God does not 
permit a rightgous man to suffer, but 
that affliction is the portion of the wicked 
only; therefore, Job’s case implies that 
God is dealing with him because of some 
sin or sins, open or secret, which the 
patriarch cannot or. will not acknow- 
ledge. When the friends fail to convince 
him of wickedness, Elihu appears “to 
speak on God’s behalf” and shows that 
suffering is not necessarily punishment 
for sins actually committed, but may 
often be chastening or discipline in order 
to bring man to a deeper realization of 
his Own impotence, as also to emphasize 
men’s littleness and ignorance and to 
magnify the greatness and wisdom of 
God. This the Lord Himself enlarges 
upon when He speaks to Job out of the 
storm, with the result that the heart of 
the sufferer is bowed in reverence and 
repentance before Him. 

During all the perplexing experiences, 
Job maintains his faith in God and has 
absolute assurance that some day all 
will be made clear. Meantime he can 
say,’ “Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him,” for he has a sure hope of 
resurrection, when he shall, in his flesh, 
see God and all will be made plain. 


The Historical Setting 


While. the Book of Job is largely 
poetry, the most remarkable drama ever 
written, it deals with historical facts. 
Job was an actual person (Ezek. 14:14, 


a 





Sanaa 


Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
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*aaue beginning on page 661. 























20), and his friends were evidently 
Edomite sages, who lived some time be- 
fore the nation of Israel was settled in 
the land of Canaan. There is no refer- 
ence to Israel in this Book. The land 
of Uz was southeast of the Jordan. No 
one today knows the author’s name. A 
Jewish tradition says it was Moses, and 
places the writing of it in the land of 
Midian. Some believe Elihu wrote it. 
The “day” will declare it. 


Verse by Verse 


Job 1:8—“Hast thou considered my 
servant Job?” This was God’s challenge 
to Satan, the accuser of the brethren. 
What ‘charge could he possibly bring 
against a man so blameless in life and 
upright in character? In reply Satan 
practically declared that Job served God 
only because of the blessings bestowed 
upon him, and he declared that if these 
were taken away, Job would curse God. 
But the permitted test proved the con- 
trary. 


Chap. 2:7.—“‘Satan ... smote Job with 
sore boils.” This was evidently a very 
painful and terrible disease, in that the 
entire surface of the body was covered 
with filthy abscesses, discharging con- 
tinually. Some think it was a form of 
elephantiasis, an Oriental disease which 
causes great distress and deformity. 
Satan had taken all Job’s children and 
his possessions away, but the patriarch 
had not wavered in his devotion to God. 
Now he sought by personal suffering to 


shake his faith and turn him against the 
Lord. 


Verse 8.—“He sat down among the 
ashes.” Scraping the filthy discharge 
from his sores, the afflicted man left 
his house and found refuge on the ash 
heap. It was a picture of utter wretch- 
edness and misery. 


Verse 9.—“His wife [said] unto him, 
Dost thou still ‘retain thine integrity? 
curse God, and die.” No doubt, the poor 
woman was so troubled by her husband’s 
affliction that she had come to believe 
God had forsaken him. Why should he 
not then renounce God, and so by death 
bring his anguish to an end? 


Verse 10.—“Shall we receive good at 
the hand of God, and shall we not also 
receive evil?” Job refused his wife's 
suggestion and affirmed his confidence in 
the goodness and wisdom of God. He 
recognized the truth that “all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God” (Rom. 8:28), even though these 
words were not written until some two 
millenniums later. 


Chap. 19:7.—“I cry out of wrong, but 
I am not heard.” After the cruelly un- 
just charges of his friends had caused 
him intense mental suffering in addition 
to his physical anguish, Job was in per- 
plexity because there did not seem to 
be any answer from God when he cried 
out for vindication and for deliverance. 


Verse 8.—“He hath set darkness in my 
paths.” There was no explanation that 
accounted for his suffering. All seemed 
to be darkness and confusion. How 
many of God’s saints have suffered thus! 
But God’s heart was toward them still 
and He was but working out His own 
purpose of grace, though they realized 
it not. \ 











» 
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Verse 9—“He hath . . . taken the 
crown from my head.” Job, formerly 
able to rise above his pains and bereave- 
ments, now felt as though he were 
utterly defeated, so great was his per- 
plexity. 

Verse 10.—‘*Mine hope hath he re- 
He reached up his 
hands toward heaven, but there seemed 
to be nothing to which he could cling. 
Yet God was for him still, though in his 
intense anguish he could not seem to 
rise up to Him. 


Chap. 42:1—“Job answered the Lord.” 
The Lord has been speaking to Job, 
reminding him of man’s ignorance and 
lack of understanding, and of God's in- 
finite wisdom and care for His creatures, 
Now Job’s mind is cleared of the fog of 
perplexity that had enveloped it and he 
addresses the Lord in a subdued and 
penitent spirit, ashamed to think he had 
ever doubted God’s concern for him. 


Verse 2—“I know that thou canst do 
every thing.” It is a confirming of the 
divine omnipotence... He adds, “No 
thought can be withholden from thee”: 
the recognition of the divine om- 
niscience. 

Verse 3.—“I uttered that I understood 
not.”. In response ‘to God’s challenge 
(in chap. 38:2) he acknowledges he had, 
in his deep grief and bewilderment, 
spoken unadvisedly. 

Verse 4—“I will demand of thee, and 
declare thou unto me.” He was ready 


now to be taught of God and to put aside 


mere human reasoning. 


Verse 5—“Now mine eye seeth thee.” 
Job had knowp of God for years. Now 
he knew God Himself in a new way. 
The blessed result is given in verse 6, 
which, unfortunately, is not included in 
the printed lesson. As he gazed by faith 
upon the infinitely holy and blessed One, 
he abhorred himself and repented of all 
his doubts and misapprehensions, even 
as he had confessed already in chapter 
40:4, 5. 


Jas. 5:11—“Ye have heard of the pa- 
tience df Job, and have seen the end 
of the Lord.” That end was reached 
when the patriarch acknowledged his 
own limitations and repented of ever 
having questioned His love and wisdom. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Though God's: ways with His people 
are often perplexing and baffling to hu- 
man reason, we may be assured that He 
will justify Himself at last. If we never 
understand the reasons for many of His 
dealings with us here on earth, all will 
be clear when we stand eventually in 
His presence,-in the full blaze of resur- 
rection glory. Till then faith can afford 
to wait, knowing that infinite wisdom 
cannot err, and that all the sufferings 
of this present life will be repaid abun- 
dantly with bliss eternal. This was Job’s 
confidence even when his distress was so 
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Last Week's Lesson 
2. July 13.—God in His World. 
' Genesis 1; Job 38 to 41; Matthew 6:25-30 
Next Week's Lesson 
4. July 27.—Wisdom Is the Principal 
Thing. 1 Kings 3:5-14; Job 28:12- 
28; Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33; 3:13-18; 
4:1-9; 8; 9:1-6, 9, 10; 16:20; James 1:5 
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deep that he seemed to be overwhelmed 
in a sea of trouble and false accusation. 


Lesson Outline 
Tue Mystery oF SUFFERING 


A saint tried that his faith may be vin- 
dicated (chaps. 1 and 2) 

A saint tried by the misunderstanding 
of his friends that he may learn his 
own frailty (chaps. 3 to 31) 

The revelation of God’s love and wisdom 
in all His ways (chaps. 32 to 41) 

Job’s realization and reward (chap. 42) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Job’s Three Friends, Eliphaz was a 
man who tested everything by experi- 
ence. One of his favorite expressions 
is, “I have seen” (Job 4:8; 5:3). Bildad 
was a traditionalist. He banked on the 
testinaony of the ancients (8:8). Zophar 
was a hard, stern legalist, whose of- 
fensive dogmatism was detestable to Job 
(11:2, 3; 12:2). All were agreed that a 
good God would never allow a righteous 
man to suffer, and that Job’s affliction 
proved he had been living in sin, either 
secret or open, which God was judging. 

Job’s Perplexity. The patriarch’s con- 
science wags clear before God and men. 
He knew he had not willfully departed 
“rom the path of integrity. -But the rea- 
soning of his friends confused him and 
at times he justified himself rather than 
God (32:2; 35:2). Yet throughout he 
had implicit faith that some day all 
would be made plain. 


Summaries and Applications 


Are we inclined to jump at conclusions, 
and when we see others in trouble, do 
we take it for granted: their unhappy 
circumstances imply that God is punish- 
ing them for some sin? 

The chastening of the Lord is not al- 
ways punitive. It is often preventive. 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh was of this 
character (2 Cor. 12:7). 

It is evident, from a study of the Book 
of Job, perhaps the oldest in the Bible, 
that the truth of the resurrection of the 
body was revealed:to man from the be- 
ginning (chap. 19: 25-27). 

Job’s faith was based upon a’ divine 
revelation, and this gave him the cer- 
tainty that whatever the present suffer- 
ing, all would come out right in the end. 

Trials and testings are no evidence 
that God has forgotten, but rather that 
He is working out some plan for our 
blessing. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley 


HAT tremendous movement is behind 
events in_this world, as illustrated by 
the story of Job? 


2. What great comfort can suffering saints 
draw from these passages? 


3. What challenge comes to us from this 
remarkable ‘“‘peep behind the scenes’’? 


4. In what double role is Satan seen in 
these passages? 


5. What trials did Job endure? 


6. What was Job’s immediate reaction to 
these strokes of affliction? 


7. Did Joh maintain this spirit of meek 
submission throughout? 


8, What argument of his friends did Job 
hotly contest? 


9. How was Job’s self-justification brought 
to an end? 


10. How does Job become an example of 
the blessedness of those who endure? (Jas. 
5:11.) , 


(Answers on page 660) 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


F ALL the lessons to learn, prob- 

ably the lesson of suffering is the 
hardest. ‘This applies not only to physi- 
cal pain, but to mental suffering and 
sorrow. Many earnest inquirers have 
wondered why God in His omnipotence 
would permit sin and its resultant dis- 
eases — physical and moral—to enter 
into His perfect creation. God certainly 
had the power to keep man in a perfect 
and sinless estate if He had chosen to 
do so. But He did not. “Man sinned 
and fell from that estate wherein he 
was created.” Disease and suffering of 
body, mind, and spirit resulted from 
that sin, and man has been a sufferer 
ever since. “Into each life some rain 
must fall.” No one-can escape suffer- 
ing; it will come, sooner or later; .“For 
all have sinned; and come short of the 
glory vf God” (Rom. 3:23). 

It would be well to button down this 
fact right here before thinking further: 
God never permits you to suffer any 
ill whatsoever, but that He has before- 
hand provided and made known to you 
the remedy for it—the way out. “There 
hath no temptation [testing] taken you 
but sucn as is common’ to man: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted [tested] above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation [test- 


_ ing] also make a way to escape, that ye 


may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
(Note: this does not mean that God will 
make a way for you to escape the test- 
ing, but a way for you to escape failure 
in the testing.) ° 

One of Job’s most striking statements 
is, “But he knoweth the way that I take: 
when he hath tried [tested] me, I shall 
come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). And 
there in a nutshell is the solution of: the 
problem of suffering. God wants His 
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children to “come forth as gold,” which 
is a figure indicating something very fine, 
very pure, very valuable to Him! When 
you accept suffering according to God’s 
will, you come out of it like that. If 
we never had any trials, temptations 
(testings), nor inclinations to sin, what 
do you think we would be like? Like a 
wisp of thistledown floating gently in 
the soft breezes with no particular des- 
tination, nothing to accomplish, nothing 
to achieve, no consciousness of moral 
or spiritual victory in the strength of 
the Lord—no crown! “Blessed is the 
man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him” (Jas. 1:12). 

Paul, at the close of his career, wrote 
to Timothy: -“I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Fellows, the Lord in His infinite wis- 
dom and love knew it would be that 
way, and He chose to give you the op- 
portunity, by the way of victory (in 
his strength) over sin, with the crown 
of glory at the end, rather than to give 
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you a “thistledown existence.” Which 
of the two.would you rather have? I 
think I know .your answer. 

Job endured his afflictions, taking them 
as God’s will for him, in spite of his 
own wife’s calling upon him to “curse 
God, and die,” and in spite of the com- 
fortless “comforting” dished up‘ to him 
by three self-appointed counselors. Job 
answered, “Though he slay me, yet will 
I trust in him” (Job 13:15), and just 
look at the result of a faith like that! 
Compare Job 1:2, 3 with chapter 42: 
12-17. His possessions doubled; his fam- 
ily was restored. 

It is interesting to note that in the 
second set of children only the daugh- 
ters are named. Usually, the men’s 
names are given special prominence, 
but in this instance the three daughters’ 
names only are given. And _ what 
names! They reflect the restored joy 
in Job’s heart and the shout of victory 
in his chastened spirit. Jemima—a 
dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 3:22) and peace; Kezia —mean- 
ing cassia: fragrance and beauty — the 
shrub that was an ingredient of “the 
anointing oil” (see Psa. 45:8 — the beau- 
tiful hymn, “Out of the Ivory Palaces,” 
was born in that verse); and Keren- 
Happuch—the horn of paint! Now, 
girls, I do not know just what to say 
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about that. I do not know what, Job 


might do with a horh of paint; but if 
a householder of today should come vic- 
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side, and paint it white with green blinds 
outside. 
Blessed is the man that endureth suf- 
fering with faith in God made stronger ! 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lésson.—Holy 
and gracious Lord, the Father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort, we thank 
Thee for the strength and courage we 
find through Thy Word, and as we turn 
to the story of Job today, may we learn 
more of the secret of patience and trust 
for life’s darker days. We thank Thee 
that life holds many bright and glad- 
dening experiences. We thank Thee that 
when the hard things come, Thy love 
and wisdom works them into a pattern 
of good for those who love Thee. For 
Thy children who this day are in any 
trouble, we pray that Thou shalt give 
them strength, faith, good cheer, and 
patience, and deliverance in Thy way 
and time. For all who live in sin and 
folly, we pray that the very reaping of 
sin’s sad harvest may bring them to 
repentance. May we all learn early the 
wisdom of walking in Thy ways, and 
may we delight to do so, Forward the 
Saviour’s cause, and bless Thy Church 
in all the world with a great spiritual 
revival. Forgive our sins, strengthen 
us for duty, and guide us always, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—We can bring trou- 
blé on ourselves by our own sin and 
folly. That. is hard, but not perplexing. 
Sometimes people suffer through the 
sins of others, or through doing right. 
That is harder, but not entirely perplex- 
ing. When people suffer for no reason 
that can be seen, they are most per- 
plexed. That is the way it was with 
Job. The baffling mystery of his troubles 
greatly added to the pain of them. He | 
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was an actor in a drama, some scenes 
of which were on earth and others in 
Heaven. But because he could not know 
what was going on in the unseen world, 
Job could not understand his trials. He 
did not know they were afflictions from 
Satan that God was allowing for a time 
with a good purpose. 

It can be like that with us. Paul says 
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we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against wicked spirits in heavenly 
places. Christians do not struggle just 
against human opposition, but against 
unseen evil spirits led by Satan. That 
sort of struggle is full of mystery, and 
demands faith, and endurance till God 
delivers us. 


In Holland, during the war, a Chris- 
tian student was engaged in the *esist- 
ance movement. The Gestapo got him. 
Thirty-six times he was tortured, and 
thirty-six times he was enabled not to 
give away his friends. Finally they 
shot him. But he was ready, and all 
through he endured hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ by making the 
Bible and prayer his resort. He was 
divinely strengthened to endure. In our 
lesser troubles we, too, can endure as 
good soldiers of Christ, for He stands 
by us in the most trying hour. While 
we wait for God’s deliverance and His 
explanation of our most - perplexing 
troubles, we can trust God’s promises 
and by prayer find His strength to en- 
dure. 


Hottysurn, B. C., Can, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Helping Those in Trouble 
(Job 42:10-17) 

ISPLAY the booklets made during 

the week, showing the wonders of 
God mentioned in Job 38 to 41. To whom 
do all these things belong? Review the 
Memory Verse, Psalm 24:1. Do people 
belong to God, too? Does not the last 
part of the Memory Verse say so? But 
some of them do not think so, and try 
to run their own lives. Can you remem- 
ber the Memory Verse from Psalm 84: 
5, “Blessed is the man whose strength 
is in thee”? Our new Memory Verse 
is one of the commands which the Owner 
of all things and of all people gives to 
v-hem: “All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets” (Matt. 7:12). What kind of 
rule do we call this? The Golden Rule. 


Though Job lived long before the Lord 
Jesus spoke this, though he lived long 
before the Law was given by Moses, or 
the prophets preached to the kings, yet 
I wonder how he measured by this rile. 
(You might have a piece of cardboard 
about the size of a school ruler covered 
with gold paper, marked off into inches 
and bearing the words of the Memory 
Verse.) While I read what Job said 
(29:12, 13, 15, 16a; 31:16, 17, 19-22, 82), 
who will make a list on the blackboard 
of people he helped? (Pause after each 
verse for class to decide what should 
go into the list. It might include: ‘the 
poor, the fatherless, the lonely, the dy- 
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ing, widows, the blind, the lame, 
strangers.) God measured Job and said, 
“There is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect ... man” (Job 1:8). 


Do you ever have a chance to help 
any of these kinds of people (indicate 
list)? Aren’t there boys and girls in 
your school, or who live near you whom 
other boys and girls will not play with 
because they are queer in some way, or 
their clothes are ragged? Maybe their 
daddy is gone. Maybe a boy is lame 
and others make fun of him. Maybe a 
girl is cross-eyed. How do you treat 
these folks? Do you make fun of some 
grownup who is poor, or lame, or blind? 
Or do you find something to do to help? 
How far can you measure along this 
rule? Can you think of some way that 
you can be kinder during this coming 
week? 

Though Job had been so kind, and 
treated other people as he would like 
to be treated, how did they treat him 
when his time of trouble came? Hear 
Job himself tell it (read aloud Job 19: 
13a, 14b, 16, 17a, 18, 19; 30:9, 10). No 
wonder he could not understand why 
God should let such things happen to 
him! He’d been good, and yet people 
were horrid to him — it wasn’t fair! He 
might have said that “all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them” was no 
golden rule. 


But still, in spite of everything, Job 
kept his faith in God; and when he was 
asked, he even prayed to save his three 
friends who had lied about him. -Then, 
indeed, when he treated even his tor- 
mentors as he would like to be treated, 
God took away his troubles. Nowyback 
came his friends. (Read aloud Job 42: 
11.) And they all helped him. Back 
came his money and herds. Yes, twice 
as much as he had before! Back came 
his family; new sons and daughters were 
born. Those girls of his became the most 
beautiful women in-the whole country! 
Job lived to be an old, old man; he lived 
to see his great-great-grandchildren: 
And I wonder if he often told them, 
“Whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for 


, this is the law and the prophets.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and ‘Scripture: 
When People Are in Trouble 
(Jeb 42:10-12) 
S AN illustration for this lessen on 
your poster, use a picture of some- 
body in trouble, it could be because of 
a fire that burned his home, or an auto 
wreck, or a storm. You will have no 
difficulty in finding such a picture in 
the daily paper, but choose it carefully, 
that it is not too gruesome, as some chil- 
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dren are very sensitive to pictures of 
injured people. 

The story of Job’s trouble should also 
be told today. Without the whole story 
of Job, our Scripture for today would 
be meaningless. With the little ones, 
you cannot go into all the ministry of 
suffering, but there are some important 
things ‘you can teach. 

Job was a good man, one who loved 
God, yet he became very, very sick, so 
dreadfully sick that he didn’t even look 
like himself. It seems that nobody knew 
anything to do for him. He was just 
covered with sores from head to foot, 
and was so miserable he wished he could 
die. Then three of his friends came to 
see him, and they sat with him for seven 
days and seven nights and never said 
a word to him. Aren’t you glad that 
isn’t our way of sympathy? Poor Job! 
Before this, his wife had told him he 
had better curse God and die. So he 
was not getting any help from those who 
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should. have helped him. But Job still 
kept his faith, and asked, “Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and 
.Shall we not receive evil?” 


When Job’s three friends began to talk, 
they told him he must have been very 
wicked to be punished so hard. In these 
days we hear much the same thing. 
People ask, “Why should a man who 
seemed so good suffer so much? Maybe 
he isn’t as good as .we thought he was.” 
Don’t get such an idea in your head. 
Sickness and suffering are not God’s 
punishment. If we are children of God, 
Hé sends us sorrow or trouble because’ 
He knows we need it, not for punish- 
ment, but for training, so we may be 
made more as He wants us to be. God 
spoke very sternly to those three men, 
as we read in the lesson today, and told 
them to ask Job to pray for them. 

So we are to know that, if we belong 
to God’s family, not a thing can come 
to us, except as God lets it. He has 
built a hedge around His children, and 
even Satan cannot come through, ex- 
cept with God’s permission. 

If children could read the whole Book 
of Job, you would find that God let 
Satan test Job because He knew Job 
would not fall, and would be a witness 
not only to his friends, but to all people, 
even down to us today. And then Job 
did need some training. 

Sometimes God uses trouble and grief 
to bring people to the place where they 
know they need a Saviour. Many peo- 
ple who Have not been brought up in a 
Christian home or gone to Sunday school 
do not know they need a Saviour. They 
are getting along well, have a good job, 
and the family is all well and: happy. 
But when sickness comes, or the father 
loses his job, then they stop and.think. 

Of course they needed the Lord all the 
time, but they didn’t know it. Friends 
are with us and-they help, and I hope 
we are all better friends to those in 
trouble than Job’s friends were. But 
no friend is as good as that heavenly 
Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, who by 
His Holy Spirit comforts us in every 
trial. 

Everybody has trouble. Even tiny 
children suffer and have heartaches and 
grief, sd} they need this loving Saviour 
just as much as the grown-ups do. Have 
you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Then you are in God’s family, and He 
is caring for you. 

FELTon, CALIF. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 


blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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God’s Messengers of Love.—Thou 
therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3, 
Golden Text). Suppose in Africa there 
is a woman whose husband has gone on 
a long journey. He is to be away for 
months. His wife is anxious to hear 
news. One day there comes a great, 
savage Kafir, frightful in appearance, 
carrying spear and shield. The woman 
closes the door in alarm. He knocks at 
the door. She sends the servant, who 
says: “The man says he must see you.” 
As she goes, trembling, he takes out an 
old newspaper. Inside that dirty news- 
paper is a letter from her husband, tell- 
ing of his welfare. How that wife de- 
lights in that letter! She forgets the 
face that terrified her, and, as weeks go 
by, she begins to long for that ugly mes- 
senger! The next time he comes, she 
rushes out to meet him, because he is 
the messenger of her dear husband. With 
all his repellent exterior, he is the mes- 
senger of leve. Have you learned to 
say, “There is never a trouble, or even 
a hurt, by which my heart is troubled, 
but it comes from Jesus and is a mes- 
senger of love”? Will you not learn 
to say from today, “Welcome every trial, 
for it comes from God”?—F rom the “Mas- 
ter’s Indwelling,” by Andrew Murray. 
Sent by Frieda Martini Buchen, Marion 
College, Ind, Prize illustration. 


Only Gems of Worth Are Polished.— 
And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him in the earth, a perfect 
and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth evil? (Job 1:8.) 

The lapidary does not waste his time 

common pebbles, but on gems of 
worth; 

So when God chastens He considers those 

Who are the children of celestial birth. 

Their fiery trials prove their worth to God. 


Did they not cost Him the Redeemer’s 
blood? 


—From Maz I. Reich. Sent by Mrs. A. 
E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Hurt but Not Injured.—Shall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil? (Job 2:10.) 
“Extraordinary afflictions,” said Matthew 
Henry, “are not always the punishment 
of extraordinary sins, but sometimes the 
trial of extraordinary graces.” Some- 


times we are helped by being hurt. A 


skilled physician about to perform a 
delicate operation on the ear said reas- 
suringly to the patient, “I may hurt you, 
but I will not injure you.” How often 
the Great Physician speaks to us that 
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same message if we would only listen! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Enough Because He Says So.—He hath 
fenced up my way that I cannot pass, 
and he hath set darkness in my paths 
(Job 19:8). 

I do not ask that He must prove 

His Word is true to me, 
And that before I can believe 
He first must let me see. 
It is enough for me to know 
"Tis true because He says ’tis so; 
On His unchanging Word I'll stand 
And trust till I can understand. 
—From “Streams in the Desert,” by Mrs. 
Charles Cowman. Sent by Howard G. 
Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Can You Trust in the Dark?—Ye have 
. seen the end of the Lord (Jas. 5: 
11). Two Christians were once speaking 
of their experiences, and one said, “It 
is terribly hard to trust God and realize 
His hand in the dark passages of life.” 
“Well, brother,” said the other, “if you 
cannot trust a man out of your sight, he 
is not worth much; and if you cannot 
trust God in the dark, it shows you do 
not trust Him at all.”"—From Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 656) oo 
1. The gneat conflict between God and the 
Adversary, Satan (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7). 


2. That Satan can go no farther than the 
permission of God (1:12; 2:6). 

3. God. knows the limits of the faithful- 
ness of His people under trial and counts 
upon that faithfulness to that limit (1:8; 
2:3). 


4. As the Adversary of God (meaning of 
word Satan), and accuser of the saints. 
Read Revelation 12:1-11. 


5. Loss of propesty, loss of children, loss 
of health, loss of wife’s affection, loss of 
friends’ understanding, loss of honor. 


6. Meek and trustful submission to God 
(1:20-22; 2:10). 


7. No. The false philosophies , of his 
friends threw him on the defensive, till he 
(See 19:2-8; 
23:1-17; 30:20 to 31:40.) 

8. That his suffering marked him out as 
a sinner and a hypocrite (13:15-18; 23:10-12). 


9. By a new vision of God (42:5, 6). See 
also Isaiah 6:1-5. 


10. By being the object of God’s tender 
mercy, and receiving double from the Lord 
(42:10). 


Wheaton, IL. 
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A Working Principle for Every- 
day Life 
(Continued from page 654) 


For an instant the Devil had me panic- 
stricken. Then like a flash the Lord sup- 
plied the grace, and I said, “If the Lord 
asks me to do it, Pll do it.” At that 
my visitor vanished. 

‘There were a number of laymen who 
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were carrying on a Gospel testimony in 
the center of the city, to which I was 
attracted. The director of the work 
came to me one night and said, “Dr. 
——, our Bible teacher, is sick and will 
be away for a while. I can’t find any- 
one to teach his Friday night class, Will 
you take it?” 

I thought of the prayer I had offered 
telling the Lord I would enter any door 
of opportunity He opened for service. 
Was this a call from Him? 

“If you feel the Lord is leading you 
to ask me, I’il do the best I can,” I an- 
swered, “but I feel I’m not qualified to 
follow such a teacher.” He was known 
as “the walking Bible.” 

This opening proved to be of God, and 
it was a great joy to see some fruit re- 
sulting from these labors. 


T WAS during that year that the Lord 

so definitely made it clear that He 
had called me to Korea. Should I go 
at the end of this interneship, or ought 
I to take additional work in this coun- 
try? I wanted the will of God. It was 
later I met two doctors from Korea, 
who both, independently of each other, 
strongly advised that I take another year 
of hospital work, and it seemed to be 
the leading of the Lord. But where 
should I go? 

Frank, my roommate, a fine fellow 
but an agnostic, had been offered the 
position as resident gynecologist in our 
hospital for the following year. 

“Bill, what are you going do?” he 
wanted to know. Well, I diggft know. 
But I knew the Lord said that “the just 
shall live by faith,” and I placed the 
matter in His hands and left it there. 

Time went on. I thought about this 
place and that, but somehow did not 
seem to locate anything that I felt was 
of the Lord. 

“Chisholm, what are you going to do 
next year?” The speaker was a lady 
physician on our staff. 

As she spoke I thought to myself, “The 
just shall live by faith,” but I could 
not say that to her; it would have been 
as a foreign tongue. 

“I don’t know,” I replied. 

“You are kind of an indecisive fellow, 
aren’t you?” she remarked. . 

“I guess I am,” I replied. 

Time went on, and our year was near- 
ing a close, I had nothing for the next 
year. I did not feel that the Lord had 
made His leading:clear. I had about 
fifty cents to my name. 

“I am going to have the Lord’s will in 
this, or nothing,” I said. I laid out a 
fourfold petition before our Lord. I 
asked first that I might stay in the city 
in which I was living for the next year, 
as I felt I was needed in Christian work 
there. Secondly, that I might get a posi- 
tion where I would have time to study 
the Word, for I would need that in go- 
ing to a foreign field.. Thirdly, that I 


might get a good experience in surgery,- 
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since I understood that would be needed; 
and lastly, that I might get a good sal- 
ary, for I needed the money. “Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 
4:16), is what we are invited to do. 

During my last week, in such a natu- 
ral way, I secured a position in one of 
the large government hospitals in the 
city in which I was living. 

One of the students had said to me, 
“Why don’t you get a position at the 
government hospital?” He mentioned 
this a number of times. Finally I won- 
dered if the suggestion might be of the 
Lord, and thought I had better follow 
it up. Yes, they would like me to come 
over. 

Not only was it in the city where I 
lived, but also in working for Uncle Sam 
I found I had more time to study the 
Word. There were a number of doc- 
tors there, commissioned officers, who 
had to spend much of their time in fill- 
ing out questionnaires which I was not 
qualified to do. As they were short of 
help, I was finally sent down into sur- 
gery, where I was first assistant to the 
head surgeon of the hospital. He used 
to get so much work that he finally 
began turning it over to me. The third 
part of the petition also was answered. 

It was some time later that I received 
a telephone call from my friend Frank, 
who had landed a wonderful position 
during his second year. He was receiv- 
ing all his expenses and fifty dollars a 
month beside. ; 

“What are they paying you over there, 
Bill,” he wanted to know, as he finished 
all his other questions. 

I was delighted to tell him. “One hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars a month 
and all my expenses,” I answered, 

“How did you learn about that place?” 
he inquired. “I did not know they were 
taking on men over there.” 

No, I did not either, but the One into 
whose hands I had committed the mat- 
ter did. “Now the just shall live. by 
faith.” 


HOULD I go to the conference of 

ouigoing missionaries this year, or 
should I wait until the year following? 
It was during the first year of my in- 
terneship, and I was discussing with one 
of the leading men of the school the fact 
that I had an opportunity to go East. 

“Sure, you can go. I will take the mat- 
ter up,” he declared, and I knew that he 
was, perhaps, the man of greatest in- 
fluence on the staff. 

I did want to go, but the question 
was whether to do so this year. Now 
that this man of influence was handling 
the affair it looked as if it might go 
through. One principle in God’s dealings 
was taught me by the old gentleman 
who prayed me into the mission field. 
It was something like this: 


(Continued on page 668) 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





LESSON 3. JULY 20. REVIVAL UNDER SAMUEL 
1 Samuel 7:1-12 (Supplementary Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18, 19; 3:19-21, 7:13-17) 
Golden Text.—Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.—1 Sem. 7:3 


* Kine James VERSION 


1 Sam. 7:1 And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched 
up the ark of the Lorp, afd brought it into the house of Abinadab 
in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the 
Lorp 


2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, 
that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and alb the 
house of Israel lamented after the Lorp. 

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If 
ye do return unto the Lorp with all your hearts, then put away 
the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare 
your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve him only: and he will 
deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashta- 
roth, and served the Lorp only. 

5 Aud Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they. gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, and said 
there, We have sinned against the Lorp. And Samuel judged the 
children of Israel in Mizpeh. 


7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard 
it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry 
unto the Lorp our God for us, that he will save us out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a “burnt- 
offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Samuel cried unto the Lorp 
for Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the Philis- 
tines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lorp thundered 
with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and dis- 
comfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the 
Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called\the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath 
the Lorp helped ‘us. 


The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used by permission. 
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The Lesson in General 
By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


PON taking the ark from Israel, 
the Philistines placed it in their 
shrine alongside their god, Dagon; 

whereupon, the true God caused the 
false god to fall down upon his face 
before the ark. Dagon’s worshipers set 
him up again. Then the true and living 
God cast the false god down before Him, 
causing the idol to lose its head (symbol 
of intelligence) and hands (symbol of 
ability to work). 

Then the Lord afflicted the idolatrous 
Philistines, who called a council to de- 
cide on the disposition of the ark. It 
was decided to return it to Israel. It 
was sent to Beth-shemesh and from 
there, the men of Kirjath-jearim took it 
into the house of Abinadab, who set 
apart his.son Eleazar to keep it. 

Our present lesson informs us that the 
ark remained there twenty years, and 
gives us the account of the revival which 
occurred when “all the house of Israel 
lamented after the Lord.” 


The Lesson in Detail 


1 Sam. 7:1.—‘And the men of Kirjath- 
jearim came, and fetched up the ark 
of the Lord.” The remarkable revival 
mentioned in this chapter ‘began with a 
consideration of the ark—the sacred 
symbol of Israel’s relation with the Lord. 
Everything about the ark—its mate- 
rials, contents, place, and purpose 
pointed to Christ. It foreshadowed Him 
in relation to God’s provision, discipline, 
and purpose. Certainly there can be no 
genuine revival today apart from Christ’s 
regaining His place in the affections of 
His people. 


b 4 b % * 








Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 
published by the International 
Council of Religious Education, 
will be found be on 


page 655. 




















Verse 2.—“‘And all the house of Israel 
lamented after the Lord.” For twenty 
years, the record is silent about Samuel; 
but he, no doubt, was busy traveling 
among them, exhprting and praying for 
them. Then this unique thing happened: 
“all the house of Israel lamented after 
the Lord.” They longed to get back 
into the enjoyment of His fellowship. 
They were completely dissatisfied with 
prevailing conditions. A revival is not 
far off when real soulshunger for the 
Lord is manifest. 

Verse 3.—“‘And Samuel spake ... say- 
ing, If ye do return unto the Lord with 
all your hearts, then put away... and 
prepare your hearts ... and serve him 
only.” Here are the necessary condi- 
tions of revival: (1) a wholehearted re- 
turning to the Lord, (2) a thorough put- 
ting away of strange gods—all the 
things which have been taking the 
Lord’s place in the heart and life; (3) 
preparation of heart, and (4) a serving 
of the Lord only. 

Verse 4—“Then the children of Israel 
did put away Baalim .. . and served the 
Lord only.” This prompt obedience to 
the Word of the 'Lord ‘is praiseworthy, 
and prepares the way for the Interces- 
sor to act (Isa. 1:19). 

Verse 5.—‘And Samuel said, Gather all 
Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you 
unto the Lord.” Mizpeh (or Mizpah) 
means “watch tower” (Gen. 31:49). As 
Christians, we never reach a point here 


where we do not need to watch and 


pray. (See Isa. 21:8; Hab. 2:1; Eph. 
6:18.) 
Verse 6—“And they ... drew water, 


and poured it out before the Lord, and 
fasted . ... and said there, We have sin- 
ned against the Lord.” The pouring of 
the water before the Lord was a very 
significant action, in the light of 2 Sam- 
uel 14:14 and Psalm 22:14! It was an 
acknowledgment of their utter weakness 
and helplessness before the Lord. If re- 
vival was to come, it must come from a 
source outside themselves. 

In the New Testament, fasting is some- 
thing more than merely refraining from 
eating food. It means refraining for the 
time being from things which in them- 
selves are lawful and right, to enjoy un- 
broken communion with God. 

Their confession was brief, but deep 
— “we have sinned against the Lord.” 
A true revival is a revival of God’s peo- 
ple; then it spreads in its results to the 
unsaved. Honest confession is not only 
“good for the soul,” but it is a prerequi- 
site to a real revival. (See Ezra 10:1; 
Dan. 9:3-19.) 


Verse 7.—‘And when the Philistines 
heard that the children of Israel were 
gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords 
of the Philistines went up against Is- 
rael.” It is to be borne in mind that 
Israel’s gathering at Mizpeh was not in 
the capacity of an army, but as suppli- 
ants, Humanly speaking, they were de- 
fenseless as the armed Philistines ap- 
proached. The Israelites were afraid! 
Will they flee in dismay and forfeit 
this pending revival? Or will they 
trust God, and “stand still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord”? 


Verse 8.—“And the children of Israei 
said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the 
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Lord our God for us, that he will save 
us.” They do the right thing! They ask 
for Samuel’s continued intercession, and 
they will trust the Lord to deliver them. 
As believers, we should appreciate the 
constant intercession of the Lord on our 
behalf (Heb. 7:24, 25; Rom. 8:34). « 


Verse 9.—“And Samuel took a suckling 
lamb, and offered it for a burnt-offer- 
ing wholly unto the Lord.” Samuel did 
not call for armed men to set the battle 
in array against the Philistines. He did 
something which must have appeared 
contemptible to the Philistine scouts — 
he offered a suckling lamb as a burnt 
offering. Samuel knew it was on the 
ground of sacrifice that God would un- 
dertake Israel’s deliverance. 


Christ is not only our sin offering, 
but He also offered Himself wholly to 
God for the accomplishing of His will. 
As a burnt offering, all His personal and 
moral perfection, all His love and devo- 
tion ascended as a sweet savor, and be- 
comes the measure of our acceptance 
with God. 


The practical answer to this, on our 
part, is the presentation of our “bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God” (Rom. 12:1). 


As Samuel offered the lamb, which 
typified Christ, and was the recognition 
of their utter dependence upon Him, it 
is not to be wondered at that the Word 
says, “And the Lord heard him”! 


“The effectual fervent prayer “of a 
righteous man availeth much” (Jas. 5: 
16). There is no question as to Sam- 
uel’s being a righteous man, for he is 
mentioned with Moses and Aaron in 
Psalm 99:6. (See also Jer. 15:1.) 

And Samuel’s name is indelibly in- 
scribed in faith’s hall of fame (Heb. 11: 
32). 


Verse 10.—“‘And as Samuel was offer- 
ing up the burnt-offering, the Philis- 
tines drew near to battle against Israel: 
but the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the Philistines, 
and discomfited them; and they were 
smitten before Israel.” Hannah had pre- 
dicted that the Lord would do this very 
thing: “The adversaries of the Lord 
shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven 
shall he thunder upon them” (1 Sam. 
2:10; see also Job 37:5). 


All the glory of this victory must go 
to the Lord. The Philistines had occa- 
sion to say: “. . . the thunder of his 
power who can understand?” (Job 26: 
14.) They had perfected no defence 
against this surprising weapon. 

Nor will the earth dwellers be a whit 
better prepared, when the seven thun- 
ders utter their voices during the Great 
Tribulation (Rev. 10:3, 4; see also chap. 
11:19). 


Verse 11—‘And the men of Israel 
went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the 
Philistines, and smote them, until they 
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Last Week’s Lésson 
2. July 13.—Eli and His Sons. 
1 Samuel 4:1-8 
Next Week’s Lesson 


4. July 27.—Israel Asks for a King. 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 








came under Beth-car.” Israel was now 
in condition where God could fulfill the 
promise: “One man of you shall chase 
a thousand: for the Lord your God, he 
it is that fighteth for you, as he hath 
promised you” (Josh. 23:10). 


Verse 12.—“Then Samuel took a stone, 
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, 
and called the name of it Ebenezer, say- 
ing, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 
The “stone of h@lp” was a fitting and 
lasting memorial of this great victory. 
This stone would enable them to recall 
that the Lord had helped them, also that 
He was always willing, ready, ang able 
to help them. 


The Lord encouraged Israel to become 
reminiscent (Deut. 8:1-4). Moses called 
his son Eliezer because God had helped 
and delivered him (Exod. 18:4). The 
Psalmist testified that the Lord had been 
his help (Psa. 27:9). 

Psalm 121 has been called “David's 
Ebenezer.” The Apostle Paul tells King 
Agrippa about his Ebenezer in Acts 26: 
22. Each believer should rejoice to say 
boldly, “The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man shalk do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:6). 


Outline of the Lesson 


Revival begins with a consideration of 
the ark . 


That is followed by a lamenting after 
the Lord 


And a putting away of all false gods 
And a new resolve to serve Him only 
And a recognition of weakness 

And a confession of sin 


And an appreciation of the sacrifice and 
Intercessor 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 


HAT is most worthy of remembering 
about the history of Mizpeh? 


2. When the Philistines approached, 
how did Samuel’s weapon against them dif- 
fer from those of the other judges? 


3. How can Samuel be compared to John 
the Baptist? 


4. What was Samuel’s message to the 
Children of Israel? 


5. What must accompany true repentance? 
6. Who were Baalim and Ashtaroth? 


7. What was the significance of the peo- 
ple’s pouring the water out before the Lord? 


8. Why did Samuel offer the burnt sacri- 
fice? . 
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9. What evidence have we that Samuel 
prayed much? 


10. What is the significance of “Eben- 
ezer”’? 


(Answers on page 665) 
we 


For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
RETURN TO Gop 


HE Bible is the story of God seek- 

ing entrance into the heart of man- 
kind. In every other religion man is 
struggling to find the approval of his 
personal conception of Deity, but 
through the inspired Word of God we 
see the Lord talking with those of the 
receptive heart and listening ear. Small 
and large revivals take place all through 
the Bible story. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses, and Joshua each made personal 
surrenders and became useful in God’s 
service. Then, through the person of His 
Son, God Himself came to earth, seek- 
ing followers who would dedicate them- 
selves to His cause. Now God speaks 
through His Holy Spirit to those who 
are ready to hear and respond. 

Our lesson tells one of the stories of 
God working upon the hearts of people 
to bring their love and attention to Him- 
self. For twenty years the ark of fhe 
covenant, which stood as a spiritual re- 
minder to the Israefites, had been absent 
from their midst, and the hearts of the 
people grew hungry for a renewal of 
God’s blessing. They felt spiritually ex- 
hausted and lifeless. 

Have you ever felt the need of re- 
vival? You may have needed a revival 
of health, of a fresh interest in your 
studies, of peace and joy and a sense 
of adequacy when you had been emo- 
tionally crushed. Or perhaps you have 
permitted yourself to grow cold toward 
the Lord. You neglected prayer, and 
failed to remember the Lord and ask 
His guidance. You put aside His Word 
and forgot what He had to say. You 
lost contact with Christians and Chris- 
tian activities until you almost con- 
cluded that the interests of this world 
are as excellent as the things of Christ. 
However, if you have once known the 
Lord, you cannot escape the challenge of 
His Spirit as He seeks to remind you 
of Himself. His way is a positive way, 
emphasizing all that is wholesome and 
inspiring. 

How did Samuel lead his people into 
a revitalized experience? As we analyze 
the steps involved in bringing about an 
awakening toward God, let us see how 
these steps could be followed in our own 
lives and our communities. 

“Lamented after the Lord” (1 Sam. 
7:2). There was a growing awareness 
of the emptiness of.life and a restless 
soul-hunger that idol worship could not 
satisfy (Psa. 42:1, 2). 

“With all your hearts” (v. 3). Return 
to God could notsbe half-hearted. It 
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called for dedication of the whole per- 
sonality, body, soul, and spirit (1 Thess. 
5:23). 

“Put away... prepare... serve” (v. 
3). Be constructive. Empty the life of 
that which destroys. Permit the Lord 
to fill and use~you in His service (Exod. 
32:29). 

“He will deliver” (v. 3). When you go 
forth to face the world armed with the 
resources of God, enemies cease to dis- 
turb your inner confidence (Isa. 30:15). 

“Gathered together ... and said” (v. 
6). It is a wholesome sign when people 
are ready to admit ‘their errors. When 
the Lord advised mankind: “Whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them [his sins] 
shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13), it was 
not to cause embarrassment, but to pro- 
vide release. 

“Afraid of the Philistines” (v. 7). 
Aren’t we human! Often when the Lord 
shows us His ability to deliver, we con- 
tinue to stagger in fear and doubt be- 
cause we are looking at the enemy rather 
than our conquering Saviour (Rom, 8: 
31, 32). 

“Cease not to cry unto the Lord... 
for us” (v. 8). Again the Israelites were 
wise in expressing their fears to one 
who had confidence in God, and asking 
for Samuel’s prayers (Jas. 5:16). 

“Offering up the burnt-offering” (v. 
10). As the Israelites made contact with 
God through their offerings, we make 
contact with God through Christ who 
gave Himself for us (Heb. 9:25, 26). 

“Eben-ezer...... Hitherto” (v. 12). 
It is good for us, as it was, for Israel, 
to remember the place of our revival 
and victory (Psa. 40:2, 3). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Teaching the Juniors 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


AST week we heard about the death 

of Eli’s two wicked sons: Do you 
remember how they took the beautiful, 
golden ark out of the Tabernacle and 
carried it to the battle? That ark be- 
longed in the part of the Tabernacle 
called “the holiest of all.” No one, ex- 
cept the high priest, was allowed to go 
in where it was. And he could go in 
only once a year. Mary will read about 
it for us in Hebrews 9:1-7. 


THE LESSON 

It was a dreadful sin for the Israelites 
to take this holy ark out to the battle 
front. So God let the Philistines capture 
it. Oh, how sad the Israelites were! 
The Philistines were pleased.. They 
thought the ark would bring them luck. 
So they took the ark to the city of Ash- 
dod and put it in the temple of their 
idol Dagon. What do you suppose hap- 
pened? 
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The next morning when the Philistines 
went into Dagon’s temple they found 
the idol lying on his face before the 
ark of -God. The Philistines were 
shocked, and thought someone must 
have been very careless. They picked 
Dagon up again and set him carefully 
in his place. But the next morning when 
they went into Dagon’s temple they 
found him fallen on his face again be- 
fore the ark of God. This time his 
head and his hands were cut right off, 
too. Why was this? How frightened 
the Philistines were! They could see 
that the God the Israelites worshiped 
was much greater than their idol. They 
were afraid to go into the temple of 
Dagon any more. The people of Ash- 
dod began to have bad diseases, too, so 
they begged their rulers to take the ark 
of God away from their city. 


Next the ark was taken to the Phi- 
listine city of Gath. This city began 
to have all sorts of trouble, too. God 
is so holy He could not have His ark 
among Satan’s people without punishing 
them for their sins. So the people of 
Gath begged their rulers to take the ark 
away. Then it was taken to Ekron. 
First Samuel 5:10 tells us what the men 
of Ekron said. So the Philistine rulers 
decided to send the ark back-to the 
land of Israel. 


When the ark got to Beth-shemesh, in 
the land of Israel, some of the people 
looked into the ark to see what was in 
it. Many of them died. Romans 6:23 
will tell you why. First Samuel 6:20 
tells what the people of Beth-shemesh 
said. So the ark was taken to Kirjath- 
jearim and it was kept there for twenty 
years. 


Samuel knew that the Israelites would 
never be blessed and happy till they 
had confessed their sin to the Lord. What 
did he say to the Israelites in 1 Samuel 
7:32 What did he tell the Israelites to 
do? What did he promise them that 
God would do for them? | Did the Is- 
raelites obey Samuel? What did they 
say? What did the Philistines do when 
they heard that the Israelites were gath- 
ered together? How did the Israelites 
feel when they heard this? What did 
they do? What did Samuel do? What 
did the Lord do? 


God is so great no idol can stand be- 
fore Him. He is so holy that He must 
punish sin. Think how the people in 
each city were punished for their sins 
when the ark was there! Think how 
even the Israelites who dared to look 
into the ark were killed! How will you 
feel when you stand before this holy 
God? 

CoNCLUSION 

I am not afraid to stand before our 
holy God because my sins are all for- 
given. God is so holy that He must 


punish sin, but He “so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son” to 
die for us that we might have our sins 
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forgiven. Have you come to Him as the 


Israelites did that day, saying, “We have 
sinned”? If not, come now. 


ALTERNATE CONCLUSION 


How very reverent we should be ag 
we meet before our holy God! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Idols in Our Hearts (1 Sam. 17:1-12) 


IRST of all, I want to tell you a new 

name — Israelites. It was the name 
of God’s people long ago. And now let 
us take from the Treasure Chest our 
pictures of an idol and of the ark. I 
will tack them on the board. 

You remember the Philistines took 
this ark in battle and carried it away. 
They laid it in a temple where they had 
set up an idol named Dagon. The Phi- 
listines said, “Dagon has helped us win 
the battle, so we’ll put the ark by him.” 

The next morning when the Philis- 
tines came to their temple, their idol, 
Dagon, was fallen down in front of the 
ark» How frightened they were to see 
it! 

But they set Dagon up again. The 
next day when the Philistines came, 
they found him, fallen down once more 
And this time the idol’s head and hands 
were broken off. 

“This will never do!” they cried. 
“That ark is bringing us bad luck. We 
will send it to some other city.” 

But the people of that city became 
sick and many died. So they sent the 
ark to still another city. People died 
there, too. 

“What shall we do with this ark?” 
cried the Philistines? 

“I know!” said somebody. “Take two 
cows that have baby calves and tie the 
calves in a barn. Then hitch the cows 
to a cart and put the ark on it. If the 
cows leave their calves and go toward 
the land of the Israelites, we shall know 
their God is a true God.” 7 

Helen, please find two calf pictures 
in the Treasure Chest. Joe, can you 
tell us what calves do when they are 
taken from their mothers? 

Yes, these calves bawled pitifully. 
Their mothers wanted to go to them, but 
God turned them toward the land of His 
people. 

Some Israelites were cutting wheat. 
Suddenly they looked up. “See what’s 
coming!” cried one. “It is the ark, our 
precious holy ark!” said another. “But 
there is no driver,” added ‘a third. 

No, there was no driver one could see. 
But, Jean, who was driving those cows? 

How glad the people of God were to 
have their ark again ! 

Meantime Samuel had grown up. He 
walked from town to town, talking to 
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name of the Lord 
saved. How then shall they 
call on him in whom they fv 
not believed? and how shal 
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they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they 
preach, except they be sent? Romans 10: 13-15. 
Who will send them without preparation? 
How can we prepare them without funds? 
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the people. “You have gone away from 
God,” he said. 

“Yes, it is true,” they answered sadly. 

“Do you want to ‘come back?” asked 
Samuel. 

“Yes, we do,” they declared. 

“Then ‘prepare your hearts unto the 
Lord, and serve him only,’” he told them. 
And that is our Memory Text (1 Sam. 
7:3a). 

“But we find it hard to clean up our 
hearts,” sighed the people. “So let us 
have a meeting, and you teach us, and 
pray for us.” 

(Tell about the revival meeting, Sam- 
uel’s prayer, the enemy attack, and the 
storm.) 

So God looked down, saw the bleed- 
ing lamb, and heard Samuel’s prayer. 
He helped the people put away their 
idols. 

Do we worship idols, Ronny? Not 
the kind in this picture. But you know 
an idol is anything we love more than 
God. 

Let’s play a game about children. If 
you think they love something more than 
God, put up your hand. 

Tom had a puppy given him on Satur- 
day night. It was so much fun playing 
with it on Sunday that Tom just couldn’t 
go to Sunday school. 

Edith had ten cents given her, and, 
though’ reminded of the missionary box, 
she spent it all for candy. 

Walter promised his teacher he would 
give his heart to Jesus and join the 
church. But some boys made fun of him, 
so he changed his mind. 

Frances was told to take some cakes 
to Grandma. But she played in the 
creek so long that Grandma never got 
the cakes at all. 

You see, even children can have idols 
in their hearts. Who will give us power 
to clean out these idols? 


ForesTvin.e, N. Y. 
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Incentive Enough! — Prepare your 
hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only 
(1 Sam. 7:3, Golden Text). One day 
the telephone in the office of the rector 
of President Roosevelt’s Washington 
church rang, and an eager voice said, 
“Tell me, do you expect the President 
to be in church this Sunday?” “That,” 
the rector explained patiently, “I cannot 
promise. But we expect God to be 
there, and we fancy that will be in- 
centive enough for a reasonably large 
attendance.”—From the Reader’s Digest. 
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July 5, 1947 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Laconia, 
N. H. 


God’s Part—and Ours—Then the 
children of Israel did put away Baalim 
.. . and served the Lord only (1 Sam. 
7:4). A little boy had broken the glass 
of a street lamp, and was greatly dis- 
turbed. “What shall I do?” he asked 
his father. “Do?” said his father, “tell 
the lamplighter about it, and ask him 
whom you must pay, then go and settle 
like a man.” This very practical way 
of dealing with the matter was not what 
the boy was looking for, and he whim- 
peringly replied, “I—I thought that 
all I had to do was to ask God to for- 
give me.” Be sure God will freely for- 
give us when we turn our steps into 
the way of righteousness——From C. F. 
Goss. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


What Decided Him for Christ.—I will ° 
pray for you unto the Lord (1 Sam. 7:5). 
A fourteen-year-old boy was given a 
task by his father. Some boys came 
along and coaxed the boy away, leaving 
the task undone. When the father came 
home that evening he said, “Frank, did 
you do the work that I gave you?” 
“Yes,” answered Frank. His father knew 
that was a lie, but said nothing. The 
next morning his mother said, “Your 
father didn’t sleep much last night. He 
spent most of the night praying for you.” 
This sent the arrow into his heart. He 
was deeply convicted of his sin, and 
knew no rest until he had got right with 
God. Long afterward, when the boy 
became a bishop, he said that his de- 
cision for Christ came from his father’s 
prayers that night—From “A Top Notch 
Teacher,” by A. H. McKinney. Sent by 
Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


One Value of Confession—We have 
sinned against the Lord (1 Sam. 7:6). 
There once lived a young prince on his 
lordly estate, one part of which was re- 
served for some favorite ducks. In the 
course of time he adopted a little boy, 
and, as any indulgent parent might do, 
he presented him with a little gun. 
“Now, Son, you may shoot anywhere 
else on the place, but keep away from 
the ducks, lest you accidentally kill one 
of them.” Then he took his departure. 
Boylike the child wanted to do the very 
thing he was told not to do; did it, with 
the ‘inevitable result: he killed a prize 
fowl. The servant happened to see it. 
Wood-carrying time came, and he called 
commandingly to the boy, “Bring me 
some wocd.” When the child demurred, 
he was promptly met with, “I'll tell 
the prince on you,” and the wood was 
forthwith brought by the frightened 
child. Water was brought by the same 
method; and more wood, and more 
water. Even after the master returned 
the servant still had his menial tasks 
done for him by threatening the intimi- 
dated lad. But the end came at last. 
The boy grew tired of the thfeats and 
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the enforced labor, and going to the 
prince he confessed everything and was 
freely forgiven. That evening the serv- 
ant tried his old tactics, but was met 
with the unexpected response: “I won't 
carry any more wood for you, nor any 
more water, either. I have told the 
prince myself that I killed the duck, and 
it is forgiven.” The best way to handle 
our accusing enemy is to make our own 
confessions.—From the Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Laconia, 
N. H. Prize illustration. ° 


He'll Not Leave Us Now.—Then Sam- 
uel took a stone, ... and called the 
name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us (1 Sam. 7:12). 


His love in time past 
Forbids me to think 

He'll leave me at last 
In trouble to sink; 

Each sweet Ebenezer é 
I have in review 

Confirms, His good pleasure 
To help me quite through. 


—From John Newton. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 


ys 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 662) 

1. Near Mizpeh in Benjamin, where there 
seems to have been a real revival at this 
time, Samuel set up the “stone of help” — 
Eben-ezer. Here the people met to choose 
their first king (1 Sam. 10:17-24). During 
the Babylonian captivity, the governor, 
Gedaliah, lived here, where he was mur- 
dered by Ishmael (Jer. 41:1, 2). ‘It is be- 
lieved that the place called Neby Samwil 
today was the ancient, Mizpeh. 


2. Othniel had used a spear; Ehud, a dag- 
ger; Shamgar, an ox-goad; Gideon, a sword; 
Samson, the jawbone of an ass; but Sam- 
uel’s weapon was prayer, which brought 
not only victory against the foe, but spir- 
itual blessing to the people. 


3. It was doubtless through Samuel’s in- 
fluence that Judah and Benjamin kept their 
faith in the Lord. He prepared the way for 
-David to be king and was to King David 
what John the Baptist was to Christ. 


4. It was a message of repentance and 
faith. The strange gods must be put away. 
Not until they would truly acknowledge 
the power of the true God would He work 
on their behalf. 


5. Self-judgment and self-surrender must 
accompany true repentance. 


6. These are both plural words. Baal was 
the’ supreme male divinity of the Phoe- 
nicians and Canaanites. The worship was 
openly impure and licentious. Ashtaroth is 
Ashtoreth in the singular, and is also spelled 
Ashteroth in the plural. The Greek form 
is Astarte, and she was also called Venus 
or Aphrodite. She was the supreme female 
deity. 

7. It symbolized their utter helplessness 
before the Lord: “We must needs die, and 
are as water spilt on the ground” (2 Sam. 
14:14), 

8. He did not offer a sacrifice for sin; he 
offered a sacrifice which indicated the re- 
lationship which existed between the peo- 
ple and God. It represented Christ, who 
is the true burnt offering, and showed the 
utter surrender of self to the Lord. . 


9. It is spoken of more than once; see, 
for example, 1 Samuel 8:6; 12:19, 23; and 
Psalm 99:6: ‘“. .. Samuel among them that 
-Call upon his name; they called upon the 
Lord, and he answered them.” 
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10. Eben-ezer means “stone of help.” 
“Helped — but only ‘hitherto’! For all Je- 
hovah's help is only ‘hitherto'—from day 
to day, and from place to place .. .” 
(Edersheim: Bible History). 


West CoLuincswoop, N. J. 


The Much-Traveled Sunday 
School Times 


(Continued from second page) 


recently sent the following letter from 
a Dutch marine who had written it to 
another friend in this country: 


(17) 665 


Yesterday I received Tue Sunpay 
Scuoot Times. Thank you again for 
this subscription. It’s a nice paper, 
which is readed very much. 


Every Monday, it arrives at Sprang, 
and becomes transported to Rotterdam, 
where is the Marine base. When I 
have read it, I pass it to a reporter of 
a paper for soldiers, airmen, and 
sailors, who translates it and this 
pieces becomes printed in the news- 
paper. ° 


After the reporter has taken over 
his pieces THE SuNDAY ScHoo. TIMES 
moves to the cantine reading table, If 
a new paper is received, the old one 
becomes sent over to the Dutch East 
Indies, and other boys can read it also. 
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FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY i 
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For the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ 


“That Blessed 
Hope” 


FaItH Theological Seminary stands 
uncompromisingly for the truth of the 
entire Word of God. Its teaching is 
premillennial, centered upon the work 
of Christ as Saviour, Lord and coming 
King of nations. 


In these days of world-wide chaos, 
when men’s hearts already are failing 
them for fear and they are turning in 
every conceivable direction for help, 
there is special need for Bible expositors 
equipped to point them to the only 
source of cértain assurance — the pro 
phetic utterances of the Word of God. 


Stress is therefore: latd at FAITH 
upon the original languages of Scrip- 
ture, which are studied from a view- 
point of sound scholarship with the aim 
that graduates may be able to deter- 
mine exactly what God's Word says 
upon this and other subjects. 


For further details of the work of 
the Seminary, please correspond 
direct with The Registrar, 1303-T 
Delaware Avenue, Wilmington 19, 
Delaware. 


Class work under the close per- 
sonal supervision of Professor 
Harris. Inset, A moment of in- 
formal relaxation in the comfort- 
able lounge. 
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In this way, we try to make the best 

of the Lord’s Word. 

I don’t know what is the effective 
work, but I believe it will have suc- 
cess. 

Such a letter will bring encourage- 
ment to subscribers who have made it 
possible, through the Gift Subscription 
Fund, to send the Trmes free of charge 
to missionaries, pastors, and others 
throughout the world. 


" 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 





. 
Sunday, July 20 
3. Pagan Areas in America 
(Matt. 5:19-22, 38-48) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


F YOU were given a map of the United 

States and asked to.outline upon it 
the pagan areas, what sections would 
you mark? Perhaps such an assign- 
ment would send you first to the dic- 
tionary to look up the exact meaning 
of the..word “pagan.” You would find 
that a “pagan” is defined there as a 
non-Christian person, “a heathen,” or 
“an irreligious person.” In _ general 
usage, the word refers to those who 
worship someone or something other 
than the true God, or who have no re- 
ligion of any kind, 

4 

Our first effort to locate pagan areas 
in America might lead us to think of 
some of the underprivileged persons liv- 
ing in the mountain regions of Kentucky 
and Tennessee and Arkansas. Or we 
might turn to some of the remote’ regions 
in Arizona and New Mexico and Utah 
where remnants of tribes of American 
Indians live. we : 


However, with a little closer thinking, 
we shall see that pagan areas are not 
necessarfly only those that shéw a dearth 
of churches and Sunday schools. In 
some of our large cities within the very 
shadow of churches we shall find many 
thousands of people, young and old, who 
never step inside a church, or who sel- 
dom enter a church door. If some of 
these were questioned, they would resent 
being called pagan or heathen, and yet 
the fact remains that many thousands, 
year in and year out, make no effort 
whatsoever to worship God, or to find 
out what is His will. They are as igno- 
rant of His Word as many are in dark- 
est Africa or the far-off islands of the’ 
sea. On the day set aside for worship, 
they may be seen doing almost ‘every- 
thing under the sun except worshiping 
God. ye 


But let us go still further in our search’ 
for pagan areas in America. Let us turn 
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to a popular Saturday evening paper 
of any one of our large cities, and look 
at the religious notices. What will you 
find there? In some of our large cities, 
in so-called Christian America, we will 
find notices of a wide variety of re- 
ligions. There may be the notice of a 
Buddhist church, or a Mohammedan 
Mosque, or a New, Thought temple, or of 
a Spiritist meeting. Side by side with 
Christian services will be announcements 
of Christian Science meetings, Sweden- 
borgian services, and the like, all of 
which may come under the head of what 
the world calls religion, but which 
hevertheless include no worship of the 
true God as revealed in the Bible, and 
which do not recognize the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the unique and divine Son of 
God. They have substituted some per- 
son or sore system of ethics for the Lord 
Jesus, and ate therefore as truly non- 
Christian as are the cults of heathendom. 


Let us turn, then, to the Christian 
churches of our land. Surely here 
we should find areas that may be 
sharply distinguished from the pagan 
afeas we have seen. But the sad part 
of it is that even among our led 
Christian denominations -and our 
Christian universities will be found 
pagan areas. How can this be? The rea- 
son is that there are some denominations 
that call themselves Christian, and yet 
officially have rejected the Lord Jesus as 
the Son of God, and have refused to ac- 
cept the Bible as the divinely inspired 
and infallible Word of God. There 
are some churches that revere Christ 
as a. good man, they proclaim His 
ethics and His teachings, but they deny 
His virgin birth, His vicarious death 
upon the cross for the sin of the world, 
and His bodily resurrection. Instead of 
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the truth of the Scriptures that all men, 
apart from Him, are lost, they are teach- 
ing men that by living a moral life, they 
can satisfy God’s requirements, and need 
no Saviour. Their seminaries are train- 
ing men to preach a christ that is not 
the unique Son of God, and their mis- 
sion boards are sending forth mission- 
aries to proclaim a gospel that is not 
the Gospel. 
vé 


But if we are to carry our search to its 
fullest extent, we must look within our 
own hearts. God has designed each of 
us to be a living temple in which He 
wants to live supreme. Who is on the 
throne in your heart today? Is it self, 
or pleasure, or pride, or love of money, 
or is it any other person who is occupy- 
ing the place that rightfully belongs to 
God in your heart? If so, then here is 
a.pagan area, regardless of the denomi- 
national label you bear, or the com- 
munity in which you live. 


Will you ask God to show you 
whether there is anything that you 
are putting before Him in your life? 
And then will you ask Him to cast 
out that idol, whatever it may be, 
and take His rightful , Place and réign 
unhindered and supreme? Will you ask 
Him to show you how you may make 
Him known to others right here in our 
own land, so that they, too, may love 
Him and serve Him and worship Him 
alone? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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from Japan, as follows: 


Protestant church to 


estant missionaries have put in ap 


To Japan WESTWARD — 


The ‘‘Herald of His Coming’’ quotes a letter 


My heart is breaking at the slowness of the 
on the job, . . . Catholic 
missionaries are coming in droves and Commu- 
hists are working at blood heat. Very few — 


How I wish I could speak to all Chilstendom 
with a mighty voice and make it understand that 
this is our hout. Soon the churches will awaken 
to find that the opportunity is gone forever. 


“PRAY YE THEREFORE”! 








heart of the Gospel’’— wrote Ern 
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"Just a few more days to 
be filled with praise, and to 
tell the old, old story..." 


There is truth as well as 
poetry in the familiar gos- 
pel song. Christians are not 
here forever. Tomorrow will 
be too late for some things 


@ Too late te preach 
@ Too late to pray 
@ Too late to give 


Tomorrow the Lord may 
comet 
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Have you ever thought 
about Israel's need of 
Christ in this light? 


Time is running ovt. This 
age is fast reaching its 
climax. Shall it be said in 
eternity that we did “too 
little, too late’ for the 
Jews? 


Today you may have a share 
in the uniqave ministry of,— 
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A Working Principle for Every- 
day Life 
(Continued from page 660) 


as | have found that, once by faith I 
commit a thing into the hands of God, 
take my hands entirely off, and desire 
only His ‘will, then, if in my bungling 
I do the wrong thing, God always over- 
rules my stupidity and allows only His 
will to be brought about.” 

In this affair that was confronting me 
I wanted God’s leading, and I asked that 
He would overrule even the workings of 
the man of influence so that only His 
will might be done. 

“Your request to be excused a little 
before your hospital time expires, so 
that you may go East, was turned down,” 
said one of my fellow workers to me. 
He had been at the meeting where the 
decision was made. In spite of the fact 
that the man of great influence told me 
he would put it through, two men much 
less prominent emphasized the fact that 
this would be establishing a wrong pre- 
cedent, and it was turned down. 

I accepted this to be the leading of 
the Lord, and such it proved to be. It 
was the next year that I did go, after 
my work was af completed, and I was 
ready to leave for the mission field. It 
was then that, through a remarkable 
chain of circumstances, I met the young 
lady who ‘was God’s choice for my wife, 
and it was quite unlikely that I would 
have met her had I gone the year be- 
fore. 

“Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own un- 
derstanding. In all thy ways acknowl- 
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths” 
(Prov. 3:5, 6). 


(To be continued) 


Children at Home 


A Schoolboy Conqueror 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


T WAS the hour before sunset in a 

big African village. The men had 
returned from hunting, and the women 
were busy cooking the evening meal. 

At a mission school, two of the older 
boys, Monika and Senga, were practic- 
ing wrestling in the playground. Mon- 
ika had just managed to throw his op- 
ponent when a bell rang and the boys 
immediately stopped what they were do- 
ing. f 
~ Iaside the plain whitewashed build- 
ing, evening prayers were being held, 
and the young African teacher was ear- 
nestly reading the Bible portion. Mon- 
ika was too excited over his victory to 
listen at first, but he was suddenly ar- 
rested by hearing the words: “If God 
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be for us, who can be against us? ... 
who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? . . . In all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.” 

The boy kept turning these words 
over and over in his mind, and that 
night he had a very vivid dream. He 
dreamed about his own far-distant vil- 
lage which he had never visited since 
coming to the school two years before. 
He. thought his mother and brothers, all 
much older than himself, were sick and 
dying, and their home burned to the 
ground. 

The dream worried him so much that 
he came to the teacher after a day or 
two and said, 

“Tomorrow I must go home.” 

“But why, Monika?, I thought you 
were so happy here with us.” 

“Truly, so I am, Teacher, for I have 
learned so much, and the knowledge ‘is 
more precious thon gold; but this dream 
gives me no rest in my heart now. I 
think it is God who bids me go, and 
I dare not disobey.” 

The teacher was distressed because he 
knew that Monika’s home and village 
were notorious for wickedness, tribal 
fights, and all sorts of evil. 

“It win be hard for you, my boy, 
seeing you have confessed Christ as 
your Saviour.. There are no believers 
anywhere in your village I fear, but they 
all keep up the old tribal customs, and 
are said to be given up to evil practices. 
You know how difficult it was for the 
white man to get you removed from 
such surroundings.” 

“I know,” said the boy, “but my dream 
bids me go home no matter at what 
cost. I will return one day, Teacher, 
truly I will come back to you.” 

Then both kneeled down and, after 
prayer, Monika left with: these farewell 
words ringing in his ears: 

“I shall pray for your safety, my boy, 
both for body and soul. Every day I 
shall keep asking God to bring: you back 
to us. Remember, I am always waiting 
here to welcome you.” 

Next morning, just at dawn, Monika 
set out quietly from the school to take 
the narrow forest path to his distant 
home, 

The journey was a long, lonely trek, 
and along some parts of it the boy sang 
to keep up his courage and make the 
way seem shorter. Over and over again 
he kept singing his favorite school 
chorus, written by one of the older boys 
who had had a stiff fight to overcome 
his fear of evil spirits. 

Mighty; Jesus, keep me safe 
Under Thy strong wings; 
Teach me how to overcome 
Fear of evil things. 
Monika sang it like a prayer, for he 
knew that there would be great need of 
couragé when he faced his own people 
and told them he was a Christian. At 
last he reached :the district some miles 
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from his village, and met a girl running 
along in great terror. 

“An enemy tribe is at war with our 
people, raiding the countryside, and 
many villages have been burned, and 
the people killed!” So the girl said, 
but she could tell Monika nothing as 
to his own village and home. 

The boy hurried on, and scon smelled 
burning, and saw,ein the clearing, ruins 
of a village he had once known well. 
Nothing was left but the ash heaps of 
thatched huts, and desolation reigned 
everywhere. 

Suddenly there was a soft tread of 
many bare feet, and out of the forest 
there burst a dozen fierce looking men 
armed with spears and heavy clubs. 
They did not belong to his tribe, and 
instantly knew him to be an enemy. 
Monika turned and fled, but, alas, it 
was too late; they quickly caught him 
in spite of all his efforts to escape. 

After a few seconds he ceased strug- 
gling as the men took up their clubs 
to kill him, and silently prayed for help 
and courage. Then he cried in a loud, 
clear voice: “Since I have only a min- 
ute- or two to live I beseech yoti to 
allow me to do just two things. Let 
me sing you a song about the God-Spirit 
I worship and then say a few words 
to Him. 

The men agreed, and with his back 
against the trunk of a great tree Mon- 
ika sang in a loud voice: 

Jesus loves me; He will stay 

Close beside me all the way. 
Right through to the end of the hymn 
he sang. 

“Where did you learn that strange 
song?” the men asked. Monika told 
them, and then, kneeling down, he 
prayed aloud: . “Father in Heaven, for- 
give all who sin against us. Deliver us 
all from evil because Thine is the King- 
dom, the power, and the glory.” 

Then, rising, the boy calmly faced his 
cruel murderers with a wonderful smile 
of peace which death only deepened in 
his face when he fell beneath the blows 
of his enemies. 

Away at the school the teacher waited 
anxiously for news of his pupil. Were 
all his prayers in vain? Had Monika 
fallen into the evil customs of his tribe, 
or had he been hounded to death? 

A year later the teacher was surprised 
to see two men arriving one morning, 
fully armed as warriors of their tribe. 

“Are you the man who teaches boys 
to sing strange songs?” they asked him. 

“That is so, he replied, “but why do 
you ask?” Then they told him how they 
had caught the boy and how bravely he 
had met his death. “Ever since we have 
great bitterness of spirit; for we can- 
not forget him and the words he spoke. 
Truly he seemed happy to die and en- 
joyed wonderful peace! Tell us the 
secret of such a death.” 

Oh, how thankful the teacher was to 
know Monika was “safe in the arms of 
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others available. From N 


To help you present the lesson material, the ABGS Teachers’ Manuals are written 
in a simple, clear, yet comprehensive and interesting style—just the way you'd 









































Teaching is Fun...NOW 
CH XZ 





An interest in youngsters, yes ... But there is one 2 
other essential for satisfactory teaching—GOOD 
LESSON MATERIAL. All Bible Graded Series Sunday 
School Lesson materials make Sunday School a 
thrilling experience. For both teachers and pupils! 
Bible-centered, the complete course takes you 
ae the Bible in about 15 years. The pupil- 
irected lessons are departmentally-graded to 
reach the various age groups best. Completely 
co-ordinated programs Coal . songs, lessons, and 
expressional wotedall on a big help, too, 
superintendents declore. 


talk to a class. lessons are alive . . . inspirational . . . and filled 

Bible teachings that are amply illustrated in ways the children will understand. 
teacher recently wrote: 

the ABGS very much, and.so do the boys. Last Sunday they didn't want to 
leave their class because they wanted to finish their lesson. | just rejoice in 


: . « « Minneapolis, Minn. 
You'll understand this enthusicsm when you compare these lessons with 
ursery to Senior, they are planned to provide 
you with every possible help. Send in the coupon below to get full 
details about the Series or samples of the lessons. 


Yes, ! would like more information about these lessons which really are ‘‘fun" 
to teach 


Send me FREE information about the Nursery Course 
Send me FREE information only about the ABGS lessons 
1 would like samples of the lessons for departments checked below. 10¢ is 
enclosed 5 help cover handling and mailing costs. 
Beg. Pi. 0 +O 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Take orders for America’s finest Christmas assort- 
ments. Also unexcelled Religious Scripture - Text 
Cards, Birthday, Every Day, Etching and Gift W: 

ping assortments. Personals. Samples on approval. 


Write at once. 
ROBINSON CARDS Dept. 117 Clinton, Mass. 








Meetings, and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 


GOOD PROFIT "ccs. 


With our complete, fast-selling, religious line—SCRIP- 
TURE TEXT CHRISTMAS CARDS, Everyday Cards, 
Plaques, Calendars, Stationery, Luminous Items, Bi- 
bles, Books, Novelties, Gifts, etc. Good profit easily 
made. Satisfaction guaranteed. Write today for full 
infomation and liberal Wholesale Price List. 


C. W. BOYER CO., _ Dept. ST Dayton 5, Obie 


A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 
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Welcome aid in problems of child training . . . stories 
articles, tions .. . outline for daily worship .. . 
“Mother Blunder,” and “The Christian Counsellor,” 
etc. .THE CHRISTIAN PARENT is that 10-year-old, 
32-page monthly, packed with personality which church 
peor le everywhere are finding so practical and such a 

lessing in handling children. Year's subscription only 
$2; 7 months’ trial, $1. Order today. 


Christian Education Co., Box 31-T, Highland, M. 
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Jesus,” and that he had conquered all 
fear of death. Before long not only 
the two men but many of their tribe 
believed in Monika’s Saviour and be- 
came followers of Him. The district no 
longer was notorious for strife and 
bloodshed, and the boy’s home village 
was gradually changed by the power of 
the Gospel. 


WokrrtHinc, Sussex, Enc. 
e 
Dr: Vansteenberghe Coming 


to America 


ANY readers of Tue Sunpay ScHooL 
Trmes will be glad. to know that 


- Dr. O. Vansteenberghe, one of the two 


co-directors of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, hopes to arrive in the United States 
in the early part of October, for deputa- 
tion work on behalf of the Mission. His 
tentative itinerary is as follows: 


Oct.-Nov.—Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Eastern New York. 


Dec.—Texas and Florida. 
Jan.-Feb.—California and the Pacific Coast. 
Mar.—Oregon and Washington. 
Apr.—Chicago and the Middle West. 

Mrs. Vansteenberghe will, D.V., accom- 
pany her husband, thus making her first 
trip to America. Pastors, conference 
leaders, and others who would like to 
arrange for meetings with Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe may write directly to the Belgian 


Gospel Mission, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- — 


delphia 7, 
ve 


Co-operation Between Two 
Book Publishers 


ICKERING AND INGLIS, Ltd., and 

Fleming H. Revell Company, two 
long-established publishing companies, 
will co-operate in sales promotion of 
their books. 


Both companies are widely recognized 


on both sides of the Atlantic as pub- 
lishers of religious. books, and the new 
arrangement, which became effective 
June 1, 1947, while assuring a larger and 
wider distribution for their publications, 
will in no way affect the present owner- 
ship and management of either company. 


More than seventy-five years ago the 
two houses were established independ- 
ently by personal friends, the late Henry 
Pickering and the late Fleming H. 
Revell. C. J. Pickering, son of the foun- 
der, is one of the directors of Pickering 
and Inglis. Fleming H. Revell, Jr., is 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the Revell Company, and his cousin, 
William R. Barbour, is president. 


Pickering and Inglis will present the 
Revell Company books in the British 
Isles. Orders for Revell Company books 
received by Pickering and Inglis will 
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be shipped from their headquarters, 229 
Bothwell Street, Glasgow C 2, Scotland. 


The Revell Company salesmen will 
offer Pickering and Inglis books to the 
book trade in the United States, and ship- 
ments may be made either from Glasgow 
or from the Revell Company headquar- 
ters at 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10. 


Another Use for Old Copies 
of the Times 


MINISTER writes from England: “I 

have recently become. acquainted 
with your ‘fine paper, and only wish that 
all my Sunday school teachers could 
borrow or obtain back numbers. The 
war has hit us hard in many ways, and 
our children cannot remember a pre- 
war Sunday. : 


“May I ask if any readers, when they 
have quite finished with their copies of 
the Times, would sometimes send us a 
bundle? I would gladly, refund them by 
money order the cost of postage and 
packing, and the copies would do our 
work much good.” 


Second class mail to England costs 
one and a half cents for each two ounces 
or fraction thereof. Packages should be 
sent to the Rev. G. Carr, the Vicarage, 
Wellington, Shropshire, England. 


ye 
A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 


VERYONE who handles tools knows 

what a convenience and: timesaver 
it is to have them all together’in a con- 
venient kit, ready for whatever job pre- 
sents itself. Some years ago the late 
Philip E. Howard, who. was for many 
years President of The Sunday School 
Times Company, designed “A Little Kit 
of Teachers’ Tools” for the busy Sunday 
school teacher. Each tool was hardened 
and sharpened and tried in the forge of 
experience and on the wheel of testing. 


In response to popular demand this 
little kit has now been reprinted in a 
convenient paper-backed edition. There 
are ten tools in the kit, and some of the 
titles will suggest their usefulness: “How 
To Prepare a Lesson for Teaching”; “How 
To Study Your Pupils”; “The Fine Art of 
Getting Attention”; “The Neglected Art 
of Asking Good Questions”; “How To 
Secure the Pupils’ Co-Work”; “What Is 
Real Discipline in Teaching?” 

Here is an excellent set of “keen kut- 
ters,” at moderate cost, that can make 
your work more efficient, Mr. Teacher. 
Or, Mr. Superintendent, you. may wish 
to place one of these kits in the; hands 
of each teacher in your school, in prep- 
aration for the work of the coming fall 
and winter. The cost is 25 cents:a copy. 
Just. address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
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Dr. Arthur |. Brown's Engagements 


July 6-18.—Powderhorn Park Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


July 15.—Kalamazoo, Mich. 


July 18-24.—Practical Bible Training School, 
Bible Park, N. Y. 


July 25.—Saddleback Lake Conference, Port- 
landville, N. Y. 


July 27 to Aug. 10.—First Baptist Church, 
Lebanon, Pa. 


Aug. 12-14.—Washington, D. C. 
Aug. 17-31.—Gospel Tabernacle, Wilmington, 
. Cc. 





Sept. 7-21.—Salem Baptist Church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 14 to 20 

Mon.—Job 5:17-22. The Solution of Eliphaz. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Behold, happy is 
the man whom God correcteth: therefore 
despise not thou the chastening of the 
Almighty.” Most troubles are eased 
when we know that God knows them, 
but they are easier when we know that 
they will all work together for good. 
The opinion of Eliphaz fits in with the 
inspired sentiments found in Hebrews 
12:5-13 and 1 Peter 4:12-16. Job’s lat- 
ter end illustrates this, and Christ’s suf- 
ferings brought honor and glory to Him 
and salvation to us. Trust God, and look 
for blessing. Pray for Canadian Keswick, 
Ferndale, Muskoka, Ontario, Can. 


Tues.—Job 8:3-7, 20, 21. 
Do the Righteous Suffer? 
PRAYER SvuccestTions: “If thou wert 
pure.” Bildad the Shuhite believed only 
bad people were afflicted. He thought God 
would not allow a perfect man to suffer. 
God called Job “perfect” (i.e., blame- 
less and harmless). Christ, the spot- 
less Lamb of God, was the world’s great- 
est sufferer. Martyrs, the best of the 
men of their day, were tormented, af- 
flicted, and done to death. The right- 
eous do suffer for God’s glory, their own 
enrichment in grace, and in order that 
they may help hearts and souls. Ex- 
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attractive, easy-to-read, Gospel leaflets. 
New, Message for unsaved and’ Christians. 


Write for sample 
P. O. Box 83, DesPlaines, Illinois 


Please Note Change of Address of 


Maranatha—Christian Guest Home of 
DR. and MRS. HARVEY FARMER 
368 Hartford Avenue, Daytond Beach, Florida 
Quiet—near Beach NO SMOKING 


GOD’S PROPHET PLAN: 
Genesis to Revelation with 
THE BIBLE ART CHART 


By Dr: George D. Beckwith 
FREE Photo of Chart 


Send f hoto to + D. 
Beckwith, Gloversville, N. Y. 


When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 
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Prepare te 
The cue 
sof the Lord 4 


Here, amidst ideal 

and associates, you learn from 
God's two books—Nature and the 
Bible—that they may be a guide 
to your feet and a light on your 
path. You prepare to “Go some 
where for the Lord” and learn to 
use His word efficiently. 
Complete courses in Méssions, 
General Bible, Music and Teacher 
Training. Excellent recreational 
facilities in 4-acre campus and 
gymnasium. Fall term starts Sept. 
4. Summer school in June. School , 
approved under G.I. Bill of Rights 
and Veterans Rehabilitation Pro- 
gram. 

















consecrated men 
and women, 


Write for Address 
‘Or. Walter t. Wilson, Pres. 
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BIBLE HANDWO 


e To Color 
Eleven Bible stories and four children’s 





songs in outline pictures for pupils to color. 

Each set includes an attractive blue pictorial 

cover and comes in an illustrated envelope. 

Vernon, Ohio. Three series, 15 titles, average 8 pictures to 
Oct. 28-30,—Mansfield, Ohio. each title. Order by title. 

Nev. 1, 2.—Youth for Christ, Indianapolis, * 


Sept. 23 to Oct. 8.—Atlanta, Ga. 
Oct. 12-26.—First Baptist Church, Mount 














Ind. 
Series 1. Old Testament Stories Series 2. New Testament Stories 
amt - aes City Bible College, Kansas Noah Moses Paul 


Doe Christmas Sreny 


d Lord’s Prayer 
d Psalm Samuel i 
Se each title; 90c complete series, 


Nov. 16-19.—Service Center, Abilene, Tex. “Ras ae Ie combine Lek e 
° « 


Nov. 23 to Dec. 7.—Heart to Heart Hour, 


Phoenix, Ariz. Series 3. Favorite Songs 
Communications concerning these Wats Chine, for Jesus Jesus Loves Me ame ’ 


meetings, or others that readers would 
like to arrange, should be addressed: to 
Dr. Arthur I. Brown, care of Mr. I. H. 
Linton, Kellogg Bldg., Washington 4, 
D. C. 


1Se each title; 60c complete series, 
Free catalog of Church and Sunday School requisites sent om request. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, Inc. 


10 South Wabash Avenue, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Illinois 
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SEND and SELL Greeting Cards 





Shepherd's Town Greeting Card Co. Box 37 Shepherdstown, Pa. 
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CHRISTIA® 


Our box of 21 DeLuxe Christmas foiders have 
appropriate Scripture Texts and meaningful senti- 
ments that express TRUE CHRISTmas Spirit. Add 
spiritual quality to the Christmas season. Designs 
are artistically lithographed in seven beautifully 
tinted pastel colors. These Christ-honoring cards 
make people conscious that CHRISTmas is Christ's 
birthday. Sell readily at $1. AsSpecial Sample Offer 
we will mail these 21 folders plus box of beautiful 
all-occasion folders post-paid for $1. Groups raise 
funds, agents make money, selling our complete line 
of 26 Assortments. Profit up to 100%. Write today! 


with TRUE 











Recent joint District Con- 
ference of all our Mis- 
sionaries east of the 
Mississippi. Inset: indiana 
State Missionary D, F. 
Rankin, who is just 


finishi f 
—-—— 


‘Til Take Jesus Right Now!” 


Sixty-nine courts reported an 
increase of 56% in juvenile 
delinquency between 1938 
and 1944. Children of 12 
years and up are joining the 
criminal parade; and these 
youthful perpetrators of the 
most hideous crimes are al- 
most entirely recruited from 
the millions of Boys and 
girls, both urban and rural, 
who are receiving no re- 
ligious instruction. These is 
but one remedy—the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ preached in re- 
ccoming ss transforming 
power. is is the Mission 
of A.S.S.U. to rural America 
— we have no other. 
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COMPARATIVELY new phase of our 
work meets a hearty response on every Mission- 
ary field — week-day Bible classes for public 
school children. If they are held in the evening, 
we call them Bible Clubs. Flannelgraph and 
object lessons, scripture memory work, Bible 
stories, earnest prayers and gospel choruses keep 
the children keenly interested; and there is 
abundant evidence that God’s Spirit impresses 
the simple Bible truths on many young hearts. 


“I'll take Jesus into my heart right now!” 
exclaimed a bright little fellow in a Colorado 
school after such a presentation. “And I like to 
have you come to our schoolhouse,” said another 
in South Dakota, “because I want Jesus to come 
into my heart and take away my sins.” One 
school teacher remarked: “Children who other- 
wise have no church or Sunday School opportu- 
nities eagerly await your coming.” 
schools with enrollments as high as 75, includi 
Chinese, Japanese, Hindus and Mexicans, | 
forward with keen anticipation to “the day the 
Missionary comes.” 

In our Middle Western District alone, during the 
past year, four special workers have ministered to 


about 1300 children, less than a third of whom were 
being reached by any other Christian agency. 


Colorado 


Jesus said: “Ge out into the highways and 
hedges and compel them to come in, that 
my house may be filled.” (Luke 14:18.) Will 
your aor go with him “along the old 
back road?” For information write direct to 
DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS, Desk T 747, 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





OLD BACK ROAD 


RGANIZATION OF THE A 














(Lesson for July 20) July 5, 1947 


pect trials, and honor God in them, 
Pray for Montrose Bible Conference, 
Montrose, Pa. 


Wed.—Job 11:13-20. Suffering and Repentance.: 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Prepare thine 
heart, and stretch out thine hands toward 
him.” Zophar the Naamathite used a 
good text but preached the wrong ser- 
mon. His text did not apply to Job. 
He reasoned that God was pressing Job 
to admit secret sin. But God was seek- 
ing to refine Job’s soul in the furnace 
of affliction. God has this goal in view 
in every Christian’s distress. Pray for 
the Winona Lake Bible Conference, 
Winona Lake, Ind. 


Thurs.—Zsb 23:1-10. Job Wishes To Meet God. 

PRAYER SuGcesTIONs: “Oh that I knew 
where I might find him!” Times af 
trouble are full of danger. In them we 
are likely to murmur and complain and 
to accuse God unjustly. Thus Satan gets 
greater advantage over us. God seems 
to hide His face; He may forsake you 
for a little moment, but with great 
mercies He will return to you. The love 
of Jesus Christ only His tried ones know. 
Pray for Harvey Cedars Bible Presbyte- 
tian Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 


Fri.—Romans 8:31-39. Christ Helps Us Endure. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” Christ, who has already done much 
for your soul, will comfort you when 
you need His grace and mercy. He who 
bled for you will bless you. He will 
enable you to endure by His love, from 
which nothing in life or death can ever 
separate you. His blood secures and 
His Word assures. Pray for Ontario Bible 
Conference, Fair Haven, N. Y. 


Sat.—Job 42:1-12. Accepted of God. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “Him will I ac- 
cept.” God does not accept all who draw 
nigh to Him. He accepted Job, but was 
angry with Eliphaz and his two friends. 
Job was on praying ground; they were 
not. He thus deals with many religious 
‘people. As the Lord accepted Abel and 
rejected Cain, so He does still. -Broken 
and contrite hearts that take refuge in 
Christ are “accepted in the beloved.” 
Pray for the Gull Lake Bible and Mis- 
sionary Conference, Midland Park, Mich. 
Sun.—Philippians 1:21-30, 

The Privilege of Suffering. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For the work 
of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack 


~ 
4 


of service toward me” (chap.*2:30). a 
Epaphroditus, a godly man with five o 
wonderful titles—brother, compan- = 
ion, fellowsoldier, messenger, and = 
minister (v. 25)—was nigh unto > 


death from excessive service for 
Christ. He tasted the sufferings of 
Christ. This is our privilege also, and 
will make testimony more effective 
and example more influential. Pray 
for Sacandaga Bible Conference, 
Shady Bay Park, N. Y. 
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